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WELCOME TO MODEL UNITED NATIONS!  MUN is a 4-year honors program that involves students in 
simulations of the debate, discussion and problem-solving activities of the United Nations.  
 
MUN students participate in conferences which are sponsored by colleges and other high schools. Each 
school is assigned countries according to the number of students they have attending the conference, and 
each student is assigned a particular topic for that country. Students must research their topics before the 
conference and be prepared to represent the policy of the country they have been assigned. Conferences can 
last from one day (the norm for freshman conferences) to three days at major college conferences. 
 
MUN courses are structured as follows: 
 

Freshman: World Geography Honors  
Sophomore: World History Honors  
Junior: U.S. History Honors  
Senior: Economics/Government Honors  

 
How does your student benefit from participating in MUN? 
 
The benefits from participating in Model United Nations include: 
 

● MUN is an honors curriculum and is widely recognized by colleges and universities around the country.  
● MUN students have an opportunity to travel and to experience host college campuses before they have 

to decide where they want to apply.  Although freshman conferences are all local, upperclassmen this 
year will have the opportunity to travel to Rutgers, Princeton, UC Berkeley, UC Irvine and UC Davis.  

● Students can meet and interact with people from a variety of cities, countries and cultures. 
● Students develop excellent speaking, writing and interpersonal skills. 
● Students become skilled at researching. Many of the documents come directly from the United Nations, 

either through a library resource or from websites. Other resources include periodicals, academic 
studies, specialized agencies and non-governmental organizations. 

● Students develop a comprehensive knowledge and understanding of world affairs. 
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MUN Freshmen Requirements 

 
We want to ensure that your Freshmen MUN experience is maintained at a high level of 
excellence. Your conference preparations and participation will be an important component of 
your grade in MUN / Honors Geography. 
 
Freshmen are required to attend a minimum of three (3) conferences, chosen from the 
following conferences (students can attend a maximum of four conferences): 

1. Santa Margarita Conference (Sept. 23rd)*** 
2. Tustin Conference (Nov. 18th) 
3. Mira Costa Conference (Dec. 2nd)*** 
4. Edison Frosh Conference (Jan. 20th)*** 
5. HBHS Novice Conference (Apr. 28th)*** 

*** Recommended Conferences 
 
Freshmen will also write a position paper, and prepare a digital research notebook or 
verbal research roast speech  for all conferences attended (as well as the In-Class 
Simulations). 
 
Edison MUN is an Honors level program. Therefore, students are expected to achieve “B” level 
grades or higher in the class. Failure to do so, may be grounds for being cut from the program. 
Also, cases of plagiarism, cheating or violations of drug, alcohol or tobacco district policy may 
be grounds for removal from the MUN program.  
 
If you sign up for a conference and later choose to not attend, notice must be given to Mr. Patch 
or Mr. Meyers no later than 10 days before the conference date. After that there will be negative 
consequences in your classroom grade.  
 
I have read the above and know I need to attend 3-4 conferences and complete the written 
work and research for these conferences (and the in-class simulations). 
 
 
Student Name (print) ______________________________________ Date __________ 
 
Parent Signature _______________________________________ Date __________ 
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PROGRAM INFORMATION 
 

The student Program Contribution is $250 for each student  This contribution covers program technology, 
delegate fees, buses, teacher chaperones, copying fees, and other incidental expenses. As neither the school 
nor the district support the M.U.N. program, these contributions are vital to our continued existence. 
 
Travel Expenses: Since freshmen do not travel, no travel expenses are incurred. Freshmen should bring 
along a few dollars for lunch or snacks to their conferences. For upperclassmen, travel expenses usually climb 
with the level. This is because successive classes tend to travel more often, farther and for longer periods.  

 
Travel Add’l Annual Cost  
Expense for food, entrances, misc. 

FROSH $ 0 (in fees) $      20 to $50    
SOPH $400± $      50 to 100±  
JR $400-1500 $    200 to 300±   
SR $400-3,000± $    200 to 300±  
(The large range for the Junior and Senior years is due to the fact that some students may decline to go on 
certain trips, such as the international trip.)  
 
Travel expenses include: transportation with the group, lodging (4 to a room is normal), some meals and/or 
admission to certain cultural or educational sites. Class Representatives will provide information about the 
costs and deadlines for payment. Be sure to ask your student for your copy of the trip details. Specific 
information will be in the Trip Packet you will receive from your Class Representative in the week prior to a trip. 
 

Other costs you might incur include conference clothing/shoes, lots of extra printer paper and 
high-speed Internet access. These discretionary costs can be met modestly or extravagantly (e.g. 
using library computers for free vs. purchasing a new laptop). Contrary to arguments you might hear 
otherwise, a laptop computer is NOT required. 

 
How can parents help defray these costs? 
 

● Start saving small amounts at home every month towards MUN expenses. 
● Participate in the holiday greenery and Christmas tree fundraisers. 

 
What are donation accounts and the general fund? 
 

Each MUN student automatically has a "donation account" opened in their name upon joining 
the program. Initially there is a zero balance in your student's account. Money can be earned 
into the student account by parents or other adults working Bingo, or participating in fundraisers. 
A student account may be used to pay your student's MUN program contribution and MUN 
travel expenses.  
 
It is important to note that any funds left in a Donation Account automatically revert to 
the General Fund when the student leaves the program, unless there are concurrent 
siblings in the program or there will be a sibling coming into the program the following 
five years. Additionally, it is the policy of the MUN Booster Club that monies cannot be 
transferred to another student outside of the immediate family or to another Booster Club when 
a student leaves the program.  MUN is a non-profit organization and cannot legally pay money 
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to individuals. Should you have any questions or would like to know the balance in your 
Student Account, please contact our Student Account Representative, Nicki Johnson at 
nickij5120@gmail.com. 
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How can parents be involved? 

 
 
 
 
 
VOLUNTEER: Most MUN jobs are one-shot and of short duration. Pitch in to keep our costs from escalating. 
 
 
ACCRUE money for future trips and fees. We have many avenues to help.  
 
 
PARTICIPATE in fundraisers. 
 
 
MARK your calendar for all conferences for your student's class, even though he/she may not attend them all; note your 
class rep's phone number, too! 
 
 
REVIEW student's MUN conference attire – last minute buys can be stressful and poor choices for the long run. 
 
 
VISIT a conference and see MUN (and your student!) in action. 
 
 
HELP ORGANIZE the care and feeding of delegates and their teachers at Edison-hosted conferences. 
 
 
CHAPERONE student delegates at away conferences. 
 
 
WATCH your child grow into a well-spoken knowledgeable student of world affairs and politics. 
 
 
ENJOY THE COMING YEAR OF MUN!!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
 



What happens at conferences? 
 
Conference preparation and performance are part of MUN grades. STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO 
PARTICIPATE IN 3 CONFERENCES! For each conference, MUN students are assigned a country and an 
issue to represent (at that conference only). Topics are challenging and may range from environmental issues, 
to territorial disputes, to cultural clashes, war crimes and other controversial topics. 

To prepare for conferencing, each student: 
conducts required research (part of their grade), 
produces a Position Paper (part of their grade), and 
transforms into a delegate who LOOKS PROFESSIONAL, ACTS WITH DIPLOMACY, 

and REPRESENTS THE VIEWS AND POLICIES OF HIS/HER COUNTRY (no matter how the 
delegate actually feels about the issue) under the actual rules and regulations of the United 
Nations. Delegate performance also contributes to student grades. 

 
What is the dress code for conferences? 
 
Your MUN student is informed again and again that professional attire is REQUIRED to participate in 
conferences. In order to be taken seriously, delegates must look sharp.  
 
Male delegates are expected to wear conservative business attire (including shirt and tie!), dress shoes, and 
they must wear socks. Nice sweaters can be worn in place of suit jackets, but collared dress shirts must still be 
worn.  NO earrings, tattoos that show, facial piercings, or wild hair styles are allowed.  Female delegates must 
also wear a conservative business attire outfit, preferably a longer skirt with blouse and suit coat. Pants suits, 
however, are acceptable. No 3+ inch heels, tattoos that show, facial piercings (although conservative, 
non-dangly earrings are okay), or wild hair styles are allowed. 
 
The full list of dress do’s and don’ts are in your student’s survival guide. The MUN advisors have the final word 
on whether a delegate meets acceptable appearance standards for a conference. And, yes, students have 
been left behind due to inappropriate attire. 
 
 
 
 
Can parents participate in a conference? 
 
The best way to learn about a conference and to understand the benefits of your student's hard work, is to visit 
a conference. This is especially true for parents of freshmen, so--PLEASE COME SEE FOR YOURSELF--but 
be aware of the rules! If you know you are coming to a conference, ask your student to pick up an extra 
Conference Handbook for you. It will tell you where the committees are meeting, at what times, and will 
probably have a campus map. 
 
If you do not have a Conference Handbook, just head for the conference site. When you enter the site of a 
conference, there may be a welcome table set up, or you may have to ask for the Hospitality Suite (where 
teachers, advisors and chaperones retreat for nourishment and networking). The Conference Handbook will 
have a map of the school showing when and where each committee meets. You MUST know your student's 
committee, country and topic to have a good chance of locating him/her! Watching different committees is 
fascinating even if your student is not in that committee. 
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Once you have pinpointed the location of the committee room you wish to observe, enter quietly and plan to 
stay, silently, for at least 30 minutes. Students may be milling about, caucusing, or speaking. It may appear 
chaotic, but do not interfere. Do not talk to your delegate. Do not whisper during speeches or while the 
chairperson is speaking. Only the delegates are allowed on the floor, so if you must speak to your son or 
daughter, wait until a caucus break is called. They will have much to do, and are completely immersed in their 
roles as delegates. Please keep your message brief. A quick note passed at the caucus break may be the best 
route. 
 
A low-profile supportive attitude will make you welcome at the next conference. Remember that much more 
goes on than the audience realizes. Be impressed with your student's professional appearance, conduct and 
their knowledge of their topic. Watch the delegates operate. 
 
Don't be disappointed if your student is not comfortable speaking with you; remember, they are in a competitive 
situation acting as a delegate participating in a complex series of interactions in their committee. (The 
quarterback’s mom never goes on the field, after all.) NEVER criticize your student's performance or ask why 
they are not speaking more often. They have a strategy; watch them work it to its conclusion. 
 
In subsequent years, MUN students travel to overnight conferences that require adult chaperones. As an MUN 
parent, you are encouraged to chaperone travel conferences.  It is a great learning experience for you and the 
kids.  Talk with your student rep if you are interested in being a chaperone.  
 
Who are the MUN Boosters? 
 
MUN Boosters is the volunteer organization forming the framework for individual students and their families to 
participate in MUN.  A list of the booster club members can be found at mrpatchhistory.wordpress.com . 
 
MUN Boosters provide incredible behind-the-scenes resources. We provide volunteer staffing for all phases of 
Edison conferences, food and products for those conferences, raise funds to support the program, purchase 
needed equipment and supplies, subsidize teacher expenses, chaperone trips, produce the student and parent 
guides, manage student accounts, manage student and parent avenues to raise funds, and much, much more. 
 
We encourage parents to get actively involved by volunteering at a conference, working bingo or helping out 
with annual fundraisers.  

 
 
What are the policies of the MUN Program? 
 
The following policies have been established to ensure that Edison High School’s MUN program remains 
strong and successful: 
 
STUDENT ACCOUNTS 

● Monies earned from fund raisers are accumulated in individual, designated student 
accounts 

● Monies can be transferred between siblings; if a sibling is coming into the program, monies 
will be held for five years 

● Monies cannot be transferred between students of different families 
● Monies left in student accounts after the children leave the program will revert to the 

general fund 

7 
 



 
 
REFUNDS 

● If a student drops the MUN program at the end of the first semester, his/her family will 
receive a 50% refund of the program monies contributed (up to $125.00). 

● If a student drops the MUN program during the second semester, no program contribution 
monies will be refunded 

 
JOINING AND LEAVING TRIPS 

● When a students signs up for a trip, they are to be part of the trip for its duration 
 
*Any exceptions to a policy must be made in writing through the MUN Teacher Advisor 
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