
 
  

   
 
 

 

1 
 

EHSMUN Advanced 
October 15-16, 2016 EU 

 

Topic 1: Migrant Crisis in Europe 

Background: 

         March 15, 2011 marks the day the Syrian War began, and by 2014 there were over 

150,000 known refugees in the European Union. However a problem has emerged with illegal 

migrants crossing the Mediterranean and Turkey and entering through countries on that border, 

such as Italy and Greece. In 1990 at the Dublin Convention, the Dublin Regime was signed on 

June 15, 1990 but came into force on September 1 1997. The Dublin Regulation was changed in 

2003 to include an opt-out clause for countries. It was again adjusted in 2013 which made the 

that the first member state in which the fingerprints were first stored or asylum claim was first 

registered is the country in which the migrant belongs to. With the Dublin Regulation in effect 

combined with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees stepping in with the 

standards of keeping illegal immigrants, it is impossible with Greece’s economic crisis to 

maintain the upkeep over all of the immigrants, a problem that is unfortunately becoming 

common with other border countries like Italy and Turkey. 

In 2010 alone over 90 percent of captured illegal migrants entering the European Union 

through Greece. This is a huge increase from the 75 percent in 2009 and the 50 percent in 2008. 

This is a problem that Italy, Turkey and other countries close to the border of the Mediterranean 

are finding that it is difficult and costly to fingerprint, document and care for the illegal migrants 

and then the added cost of deportation. Now one of the biggest concerns is the countries are 

forgoing the fingerprints or asking for the documentation of the refugees and ignoring the Dublin 
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Regulation. The migrants move across Europe, undocumented, unmonitored, and overwhelmed 

of their surroundings. 

There are also severe human rights violations with the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees, for example on the border between Turkey and Greece. Since 2010 

there has been a huge humanitarian crisis with overflowing, with poor hygiene detention centers 

and basic human rights being violated. One refugee camp in particular in Greece is located in the 

town of  Idomeni, Greece,  has over 12,000 refugees stranded with almost no resources and 

refugees having to wait hours to receive the smallest amounts of food. The camp continues to 

grow as more and more illegal migrants come over and are put in this supposed “transit” center 

however they end up being trapped there, until they get hungry enough and desperate enough to 

look for gaps in the fence separating Greece from Macedonia. Three people have already been 

reported to have drowned in the natural border of the river dividing the two countries. This camp 

is just one of thousands in Europe that are inadequate, with not enough medical attention, space, 

food, and care for the refugees. The European Council President Donald Tusk has even released 

a press release on March 4, 2016, that the migrants should not even attempt to cross and go to 

Europe as so many are swindled and left for dead on the journey. 

EU and UN Involvement: 

        The United Nations 1951 Geneva Convention on the Protection of Refugees has set the 

basis on the European Union’s reaction to the migrants so far. The main points of the convention 

had decided to recognize the international protection of refugees, the claim of asylum and 

making it a mandatory human right that as seen as an international obligation to accept. These 
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ideals were kept in mind when the European Union had created the Common European Asylum 

System[4]. This system is the rules the countries have to follow about how refugees that are 

seeking asylum enter the country. The Asylum Procedure Directive is the process for the 

accepting of refugees, with special protection for children and those that are victims of torture. 

The Qualification Directive is the actual process of being recognized as a refugee and receive 

protection, through the filling out of a form in order to prevent fraud. The Receptive Conditions 

Directive establishes that while the waiting to hear a decision on the claim the refugees will have 

access to food, housing, employment and health care. Under the Eurodac Regulation the 

implementation of a European Union Database Fingerprint system was created. When an asylum 

seeker is accepted the fingerprints are supposed to be added to the database. The Dublin 

regulation states that whatever country plays the biggest role in the asylum seekers admittance 

process, i.e. houses them while awaiting acceptance, is responsible for looking over the claim 

and admittance into their country. The main idea behind this regulation is to prevent refugees 

from applying to several different countries as well as preventing the movement of refugees 

while the claim is still being processed. The Dublin Regulation’s basic principle is that 

whichever country has played the biggest role in the refugee’s entrance or retaining residence in 

the European Union has to file and examine the claim of the refugee. This was due to a 

preventive measure to stop refugees from applying to several countries as well as prevent the 

refugees from moving from country to country. However it is with this regulation that the 

majority of problems are being caused with countries like Greece and Italy who have to support 

all of the migrants that illegally come across trying to submit claims which would make the 

countries responsible for the feeding, housing and medical care while the claim was in process. 
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In 2012 Greece had 51 percent of all illegal migrants that were attempting to enter the European 

Union had entered through Greece, and in 2014 the Mediterranean passage from Libya to Italy 

was the most trafficked route for the incoming European illegal migrants. The countries would 

have to support those who would then have to take the limited jobs that there, when Greece 

required 28 billion euros in a loan from the International Monetary Fund. That is why Greece is 

proposing to amend the Dublin Regulation so there wasn’t such a strain on only some countries, 

a fact that Lithuania is trying to reduce with the promise to take 250 migrants from Italy and 

Greece when originally planning to take only thirty or forty. 

        The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) also stepped in on this 

issue for than once to comment on the lack of quality in the refugee camps and has given aid to 

various camps. Most of the data about refugee camps, the number of asylum seekers and the 

rough estimates of illegal immigrants comes from data the UNHCR collects. Gathering 

information is all that the UNHCR can do  until the Security Council signs a resolution for 

action, which does not seem to be happening soon[5]. 

 

Questions to Consider: 

1. Can the Dublin Regulation be effective? If not, is there a way to change to the regulation 

in order to make it effective? 

2. Should the European Union be taking actions to help the migrants as a whole or should it 

solely be on a country by country basis? 
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3. Is it feasible for the European Union to allow more migrants into European countries? At 

what point can countries say they do not wish to have more migrants, if there is such a 

point? 

4. How can countries be held accountable if they break the asylum system? Should the 

asylum system be adjusted to fit countries new needs or should a new system be created? 

5. How can the European Union assist with refugee integration into European countries? 
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Topic 2: European Debt Crisis 

Background: 

 The European Debt Crisis is Europe’s struggle to pay back the debt it has accumulated 

over the last few decades.  Five countries in the premises of Europe - Greece, Portugal, Ireland, 

Italy, and Spain - have failed to generate enough economic growth to pay back 

bondholders.  Greece’s government pays an interest rate for investments that is nearly twice as 

much money as its annual GDP.   

 The crisis was triggered by the American recession of 2008, in which a rise of interest 

rates on home loans, consumer debt, uncontrolled expansion of credit, and a slowdown of the US 

economy resulted in 1.2 million American homeowners defaulting on their mortgages and 8.4 

million Americans losing their jobs.  When this recession hit in 2008 banks lost tremendous 

amounts of invested money.  America’s fourth largest investment bank, Lehman Brothers, 

collapsed along with other investment banks such as the First Federal Bank of California, the 

Imperial Capital Bank, and the Independent Bankers’ Bank.  In addition, many European banks 

that were heavily invested in the America mortgage market, such as Deutsche Bank and Credit 

Suisse, were hit hard.  It is estimated that altogether banks lost $19.2 trillion to the crash of the 

housing market.  

When a large bank collapses, it results in a major economic slowdown because people are 

no longer able to purchase products on credit and receive loans and this results in people buying 

less.  To prevent an economic slowdown following the American recession, governments of the 

EU countries, such as Germany, France, the UK, Ireland, Denmark, the Netherlands, and 
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Belgium, adopted a fiscal policy.  The government loaned out trillions of dollars to bailout the 

banks and keep the economy from crashing.  However, for the governments of some nations, like 

Greece, Ireland, Portugal, Italy, and Spain, the expense of bailing out banks proved to be too 

costly.  Currently, Greece is over 300 billion Euros in debt, Ireland is over 290 billion USD in 

debt, Portugal is over 549 billion USD in debt and Spain and Italy are over 2 trillion USD in 

debt.  The United States of America is 19 trillion USD in debt.  However, the US is not in a state 

of crisis because this debt is small in comparison to the size of the US economy.  Greece, Spain, 

Italy, Portugal, and Ireland, unlike the US have poor economies in comparison to their 

debt.  Ireland’s debt corresponds to 106% of its Gross Domestic Production, and for Greece that 

percentage is as high as 170%.  The result of this has been nearly fatal for these 

governments.   On a general scale, investors and bondholders have risen their interest rates in 

fear that governments will default or refuse to payback their loans.  This has created a greater 

risk for government bankruptcy.  This risk is concerning because many countries with significant 

debt issues, such as Greece and Ireland, use the Euro as their national currency.  The bankruptcy 

of a government using the Euro means hyperinflation of the Euro and ultimately economic halt 

on a global level.   

Aside from challenging the credibility of the Euro, the European Debt Crisis also 

challenges government’s fiscal economic policies and tax corruption.  For many European 

nations a large contributor to debt is unrestrained government spending.  Greece, over the last 20 

years, has funded unnecessary expensive social programs and securities for its civilians.  For 

Instance, Greek social security laws allow for men and women to retire as early as 58 years of 

age.  Due to these laws, Greece’s population has more “retired workers to support than workers 
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currently”.  In addition in 2009, the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development 

estimated that the Greek black market to be around €65bn, equal to 25% of the GDP of the 

country.  This resulted in 20 billion Euros of unpaid taxes annually.   Despite government tax 

reforms in 2011, annually there were over suspected 5,000 cases of tax evasion.  According to 

Transparency International Greece contains one of the highest rates of tax corruption in 

Europe.  Unsurprisingly, other countries drowning in the debt crisis, such as Italy, are ranked 

with a similar status.   

UN Involvement: 

 The International Monetary Fund (IMF) is a global UN organization that works to “foster 

global monetary cooperation, secure financial stability, facilitate international trade, and promote 

high employment”.  It has played a major role in responding to the European Debt crisis through 

giving loans and issuing bailouts.  As early as May of 2010, the IMF began to help keep 

European governments afloat.  On May 2, 2010, the IMF agreed to participate in a 110 billion 

Euro bailout plan.  In November of 2010 the IMF gave 85 billion Euros to bail out the Irish 

government.  In addition, in May of 2011, Portugal received a bailout package of 78 billion 

Euros.  The IMF predominantly focuses on developing nations.  However, at the start of the 

European Debt Crisis, a severe lack of adequate economic response mechanisms in Europe 

called for the IMF intervention. 

In 2010, the European Financial Stability Facility (EFSF) was created by the European 

Council to account for this problem.  Later in 2013 the EFSF became the Economic Stability 

Mechanism (ESM).  The main role of the ESM is to provide “financial assistance to Euro area 

Member States experiencing or threatened by financing difficulties”.  The ESM has provided 41 
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billion Euros of financial assistance to Spain for the “recapitalization of the country’s banking 

sector”.  Also, the EMF has given to Greece 86 billion Euros in financial assistance over the last 

three years, in agreements designating that the Greek government will use these funds for “debt 

service, banking sector recapitalization, and budget financing” as well as “economic 

reforms”.  The ESM works in close coordination with the IMF.  A “Euro state requesting 

financial assistance from the ESM is expected to address the IMF” according to the ESM 

guidelines.   

These two organizations have kept Europe from bankruptcy but they have forced the 

European governments to lose control over their macroeconomic policies.  Often, this means 

sacrificing government programs for the people, resulting in “mass demonstrations, riots, and 

social unrest”.  Just last July, in Athens, 12,000 protesters escalated to violence in response to 

Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras’s push for austerity measures.  In addition, during the same week, 

“civilian servants protested with a 24 hour strike” in Greece in retaliation of the government's 

decision to “shut down state-run services” and “public transport...across the country”.   

In response to the European Debt Crisis, on September 10, 2015, the UN General 

Assembly adopted A/69/L.84, a draft resolution on the “Basic Principles of Sovereign Debt 

Restructuring Processes”.  The resolution states that debt restructuring processes should be 

guided by “customary law and by basic international principles of law, such as sovereignty, good 

faith, transparency, legitimacy, equitable treatment, and sustainability”.  In regards to 

sovereignty, the resolution states that “a Sovereign State has the right, in the exercise of its 

discretion, to design its macroeconomic policy”.  This principle is contrary to Greece’s 

government obligations to the ESM.  The adoption of the resolution reflects growing concerns 
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about the “renewed sovereign debt crisis and long-term debt sustainability in the context of 

continued global economic fragility”.  In addition, voices during the draft resolution’s writing 

called for a need of a “global bankruptcy process”.  However, disagreement still remains 

regarding “the legal interpretation of some principles” and the principles of sovereignty in debt 

reconstruction in light of the work of the IMF.   

 

Questions to Consider: 

1. What are some tangible ways that Europe’s Debt Crisis can be resolved without 

significantly harming Europe’s citizens or upsetting the economy? Think about realistic, 

legitimate ways the governments of Greece, Italy, Ireland, Spain, and Portugal can 

generate money quickly.   

2. What economic policies should be promoted in the future to prevent future debt crises?  

3. How can tax evasion be stopped and transparency be encouraged on national levels? 

4. The UN resolution discussed the sovereignty of States over their own “macroeconomic 

policy”.  Should sovereignty be taken for the sake of the global economy? 
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