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Topic 1: Yemen 

Background: 

The conflict in Yemen is defined by the struggles between the Sunni-led government and 

those who are allied to the Shia rebels, known as the Houthis. This struggle stems from the 

cultural differences between the two varying forms of Islam, the Sunni and the Shia, who have 

different interpretations of Islamic texts such as the Quran. The recent escalation of the conflict 

is derived from a string of insurgencies that originally started in 2004 with a Shia insurgency led 

by Hussein al-Houthi in the northern part of Yemen, in which roughly 500 to 1,000 people died. 

The Yemeni government quickly killed al-Houthi, but this did not stop the Houthi group from 

continuing their rebellion. 

The Houthi group, originally the large network of Al-Qaeda insurgents which controlled 

much of Yemen’s government and political system in the late part of the 1990s and early part of 

the 2000s, have increased their number of supporters. With increased support, the Houthis 

instigated multiple insurgencies, causing instability in the region. From March to June of 2005, 

1,500 militants were killed, forcing President Ali Abdullah Saleh to initiate negotiations in order 

to pardon the rebels to maintain peace. Unfortunately, the negotiations failed which led to the re-

initiation of hostility and caused over 552 deaths, 2,708 injuries, and more than $270 USD 

million in economic damages. During February, 2007, Saleh sent 30,000 troops to conduct a 

counter-offensive against the rebels. Due to a string of unfruitful attacks, President Saleh created 

a ceasefire in 2007 with rebel leader Abdul-Malik al-Houthi. 
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Despite the formal recognition of peace, security forces continue to clash with insurgents 

and there have been multiple occasions of suicide bombs. Since 2008, protests have become 

more political and more people are backing rebel groups due to the growing distrust with the 

government. Armed incidents with the police during April of 2008 led to bombings in mosques 

as well as large insurgencies across the border. In May alone, 1,000 government forces were 

reported to be killed in action while another 3,000 were injured. From 2009 till 2010, the 

government enacted Operation Scorched Earth in order to use an “iron fist” to fight back against 

the rebels. However, this operation’s offensive tactics had large civilian casualties as seen by the 

September 17th air raid in 2009, when 80 civilians were killed.  In 2011, major demonstrations 

of over 16,000 protestors caused for Saleh to promise to end his term in 2013. However, by 2012 

Saleh was already forced to step down due to power shifts within the government. His successor, 

Abd Rabbuh Mansur al-Hadi, won the 2012 election with 99.8% of the votes from a 65% 

Yemeni voter turnout. This lead to unity within the government and the initiation of  a national 

dialogue conference with ten months of deliberation which resulted in the creation of a document 

for which a new constitution will be based on.    

In August of 2014, President Hadi sacked his cabinet and placed a controversial law 

regarding fuel prices. This led to massive revolts that were fueled and supported by the Houthis. 

The Houthi rebels took control of the northern capital of Sanaa, the northern region which they 

were based in. Hadi fled due to the turmoil, allowing for the Houthis to reject the new 

constitution proposed by Hadi and appoint a new council. Hadi, now in Aden, created a 

stronghold early in 2015, for the purpose of reclaiming Yemen. With the rise of the Houthis, the 

Islamic State of Syria and the Levant (ISIL) and Al-Qaeda began to infiltrate Yemen and the 
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weak state that the Houthis had produced. Despite the lack of action against ISIL, the Houthis 

have been able to gain more land than ISIL and Al-Qaeda, as seen by the recent strike against 

Al-Qaeda in Yemen which killed its main leader, Nasser al-Wuhayshi, The latest actions within 

the nation have led to a Saudi-backed coalition led by President Hadi aiming to recapture 

Yemen. Due to the tactics emplaced by the Saudis, this campaign has left over 80% of the 

Yemeni population needing aid. 

        This Saudi coalition has also employed hundreds of Yemeni troops who continue to be 

loyal to President Hadi, as they fight al Qaeda and ISIS in the southern region. The United States 

and the rest of the international community have supported President Hadi and have supported 

Saudi Arabia in their involvement and the coalition continues to receive aid from the 

international community. The nation has turned into a breeding ground of radical terrorism, 

which needs to be stopped by the international community. 

UN Involvement: 

         The political response has primarily come from the EU, the Arab League and the United 

Nations. The Arab League has provided significant military assistance through a joint military 

force. The Secretary General Naril Elaraby of the Arab League has expressed the coalition’s 

support for President Hadi and also has stated the need to eliminate the Houthi militants. The 

European Union (EU) has also been involved with the situation within the Middle East, 

especially due to the recent attacks in Belgium as well as France. The EU has expressed its desire 

for peaceful measures to be taken as a means to prevent a situation in which there is a necessity 

for ground forces to be used. 
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The United Nations has expressed its disapproval for military intervention along with the 

EU, as seen by the statements by Deputy Spokesman Farhan Haq. Due to the recent Saudi 

invasion within Yemen, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights has expressed 

concern regarding the deaths of civilians, leading to an emergency UN Security Council Meeting 

called by Russia in April 2015, in which Russia submitted a working paper that was not 

supported by the UN Security Council. The United Nations has also appointed Ismail Ould 

Cheikh Ahmed of Mauritania as a special envoy in Yemen as a way to incorporate regional 

partners with the Gulf Cooperation Council, and the UN Security Council. Through this strategy, 

the UN has created peace talks in Kuwait but without any peace agreement or road map. Though 

much of the action is symbolic, nations such as the United States are indirectly supporting the 

war by funding Saudi Arabia’s military, allowing for money and resources to be spent and used 

in this conflict. With over one million Yemeni tribal troops amassing along the Saudis’ border, 

the United Nations needs to act in order to prevent another haven for chaos similar to Syria and 

Iraq. 

 

Questions to Consider: 

1. How could this conflict be solved quickly and effectively, minimizing civilian casualties 

and destruction of infrastructure? 

2. How should Yemen’s government be adjusted in order to satisfy all ethnicities? 

3. What is the United Nations’ role as the world’s police, especially with precedents such as 

Operation Desert Storm and the Iraq and Afghanistan conflict in the 1990s and early 

2000s? 
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4. Should outside nations be allowed to intervene in this conflict, or would this violate 

Yemen’s sovereignty? 

5. What is the role of Arab nations with this conflict, especially with the problems seen with 

Western nations intervening in West Asian conflicts? 

6. What is the role of the traditional conflict between the various sects of Islam within this 

nation? 

7. Could a diplomatic solution to this conflict be achieved? 
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Topic 2: Armenia and Azerbaijan 

Background: 

The conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan is a territorial dispute over the Nagorno-

Karabakh region. While the Nagorno-Karabakh dispute began decades ago in 1988, it still 

remains a prominent issue today. In recent years tensions have escalated dramatically, putting 

Armenia and Azerbaijan at risk of a large-scale conflict. In fact, in April 2016 there was an 

outbreak of conflict known as the Four-Day War. This conflict led to the death of 60 soldiers 

during skirmishes between the Nagorno-Karabakh Defense Army and the Armenian Armed 

Forces. The government of Azerbaijan has claimed the region of Nagorno-Karabakh, while the 

Nagorno-Karabakh Republic seeks to gain control of their land and create a sovereign state.  

The conflict originated from the separation of the Soviet Union which led to the self-

determination of various ethnic lands. In 1988, the Nagorno-Karabakh region wanted originally 

to be a part of the Armenian government. However, due to the large population of ethnic Azeris 

there was an exodus to Azerbaijan, causing 26 Armenian deaths and 6 Azeri deaths. 

This conflict is also derived from the religious and the ethnic differences between the 

regions that have caused tensions to elevate. The Armenian Christians and the Azeris Muslims 

have historically been enemies and have had many incursions against each other. Due to the 

strife, there was a large escalation within nationalist fronts but this was subdued through the 

former Soviet and Iranian authorities. Despite efforts, interethnic violence continued, causing the 

deaths of several hundred Azeri nationalists. After a period of political unrest between Moscow 

and Azerbaijan, the leadership of Nagorno-Karabakh declared independence, causing for even 
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more violence. These actions amounted into political unrest and a full-scale war in the Karabakh 

region. Due to an invasion by the Karabakh people to create a link to Armenia, the Armenian 

government launched an offensive into Azerbaijani territory. 

Through negotiation, Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Nagorno-Karabakh created a ceasefire in 

1994 in which ethnic Armenians would maintain in Karabakh and some Azerbaijani territory 

surrounding it. With over 7,000 violations of the peace agreement, the 2016 breakouts have been 

the worse since the conflict ended in 1994. From 1994 and 2016, multiple attacks did occur such 

as those in August of 2010, when clashes had to involve paramilitary groups and left the region 

with great tensions. 

The April 2016 Four-Day War within the Nagorno-Karabakh region resulted in at 

least  90 Armenians killed with over 124 wounded, as well as 31 Azerbaijanis killed with 39 

wounded. The conflict led to fighting for four days in the beginning of April 2016 and later led 

to a ceasefire by April 5th. During negotiations, both sides accused the other of violations, citing 

the cities of Fuzuli, Khojavend, Agdam, Tartar, and Aghdara as all regions where rights of 

citizens were violated. 

On April 5th, the Azerbaijani Ministry of Defense stated that the Armenian forces were 

already violating the ceasefire by shelling Tap Qaraqoyunlu with mortars. Due to this ceasefire 

violation caused by the Armenian forces, on April 8th the two sides engaged in artillery fire but 

due to the amassing number of civilian casualties the International Committee of the Red Cross 

was able to make a temporary ceasefire in order to collect dead and missing soldiers. However, 

the fighting resumed on April 14th with reports of Azeri soldiers being killed by Armenian forces. 
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This led to skirmishes across the borders throughout April leading till the 21st with the last known 

death of a Nagorno-Karabakh soldier. 

There has also been a large number of accusations regarding inhumane treatment of 

civilians and soldiers, including the decapitation of an Armenian soldier on April 4th, 2016. The 

accusations also have been photographed, including the severing of ears and souvenir photos 

with severed heads. These images evoke the actions which occurred during the conflict that 

ended in 1994, creating a sense of international worry over the 2016 situation. With the 

dangerous interplay between historical and ethnic claims, the United Nations needs to step in as a 

means to prevent the displacement of thousands of people. 

UN Involvement: 

The United Nations has continuously expressed concern about the situation due to the 

alarming tensions and the precedent of roughly 30,000 deaths before the ceasefire that occurred 

in 1994. 

During the original conflict from 1988-1994, the UN Security Council drafted and 

ratified Resolution 822, which called for the end to all hostilities in occupied areas of Azerbaijan, 

Resolution 853, which called for the withdrawal of Armenian troops, Resolution 874, which 

called for the continued use of a ceasefire, and Resolution 884, which condemned the hostilities 

in the Nagorno-Karabakh region (all of which are from 1993). 

In more recent times, a statement released by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

Azerbaijan estimated that approximately 800,000 citizens of Azerbaijan were forced to flee due 

to the Armenian occupation of the Nagorno-Karabakh region. The United Nations, due to the 

influx of humanitarian issues, has drafted resolutions which have stated countless times that the 
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Nagorno-Karabakh region is rightfully under Azerbaijani territory. Despite the political influence 

and impact of these resolutions, the government in Armenia has largely ignored the resolutions. 

Due to the inclusiveness, diversity, culture and diverging visions between the two countries, it is 

difficult for the UN to become involved. Despite the lack of action from the UN, the United 

States has pumped $10 billion into the oil industry in Azerbaijan, which has greatly helped their 

economy. In addition to this, Russia has also given 200 million in economic loans to Armenia. 

This interplay between the United States and Russia creates another dynamic that prevents the 

UN from becoming involved. The last document that the United Nations was able to pass 

through the United Nations General Assembly was Resolution 6/423, discussing the occupied 

territories of Azerbaijan. This resolution, though largely symbolic, shows the increased efforts of 

the United Nations to pursue a peaceful solution to this issue. 

 

Questions to Consider: 

1. What is the role of the United Nations? Should the UN be more involved in the 

humanitarian or the military aspect of the problem? 

2. Should the international community continue to follow the 1944 cease-fire? 

3. How could further outbreaks of violence in the Nagorno-Karabakh region be prevented? 

4. What should be done regarding war crimes? 
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