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Topic 1: Ensuring Universal Access to Water 

Background: 

Water is absolutely vital to the survival of all organisms on Earth. Despite its necessity, 

780 million people lack the access to potable water, and over two billion are without proper 

sanitation, such as clean lavatories. Many of these countries suffer from desertification, pollution 

from many different sources, eutrophication, along with many other complications. 

Consequently, these countries become highly water stressed. Water stress, as defined by the 

UNEP, is the “deterioration of freshwater resources in terms of quality and quantity.” An 

estimated thirty-seven percent of countries are in the range of high to extreme water stress; many 

of which are Middle Eastern and African countries. The most extreme cases are Bahrain, Qatar, 

Saudi Arabia, and Kuwait, and Cambodia. In a World Resources Institute study, it was found 

that the Middle East is the least water-secure region in the world, with heavy reliance on 

groundwater from wells and sea water that has been desalinated. However, these plants are 

nonfunctional when there is no large body of water to desalinate. Hypothetically, the desalinated 

water would be a simple solution to lack of water. Despite the plant’s promising characteristics, 

the desalination plants that are utilized are expensive and burn large amounts of fossil fuels and 

natural gas, and emit large quantities of carbon dioxide. As a result, the fossil fuels have an 

adverse effect on the Earth and decrease rainfall, therefore ending up with dire consequences. 

The many countries that suffer from lack of water have highly similar issues. Bahrain’s struggle 

with water is that it is unconventionally overused and wasted. Bahrain is ranked the second 

highest in water per square centimeter of land in the world.  In the past (pre-1925), water was 
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used from natural sources in northern Bahrain. However, due to overuse, the country now 

heavily relies on its four desalination plants. Kuwait also relies on desalination plants to make up 

for its consumption. Despite the desalination plants, many of the citizens of Kuwait do not drink 

the tap water, unless it is filtered. Qatar faces the same issue with water consumption issues. 

Qatar’s citizens consume 675 liters per capita in one single day, which is double the consumption 

in the European Union. Saudi Arabia is the largest producer of desalinated sea water. However, it 

has no permanent rivers and no permanent lakes, and because of its placement in the Middle 

Eastern desert, it has very little rainfall. Saudi Arabia also makes use of underground reservoirs 

and aquifers. 

Financial feasibility is a key issue in access to water. According to institutional analysis 

by the University of Oxford, some countries, like Kenya, do not have coordinated water 

management systems and infrastructure. Non-governmental organizations and donors have failed 

in building systems that are of the right scale and ability to support populations. To add, the 

fixing and monitoring of the systems that are built is limited. However, Kenya does have urban 

groundwater kiosks where water can be purchased, courtesy of NGO The Water Project. Despite 

The Water Project’s action to make water affordable, it still maintains a price at which some 

cannot buy. Financial analysis also done by the University of Oxford showed that handpumps 

can be up to four times cheaper than the water kiosks. It is absolutely imperative that water is 

affordable and that all people can obtain it. 

As the world population increases, the competition for water increases and its availability 

decreases. As the availability is limited, industries that use water such as the food sector, energy 

sector, and more will be affected because the water will have to be withdrawn to be used for 
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other purposes, such as for human consumption. For countries that share key water sources, 

tensions may rise over water security. This has already occurred before, such as the conflict 

between Egypt and Ethiopia over the Nile river in 2013. 

Hydropolitics is known as the implications that water has on politics, and it poses a risk 

to the international community. African analyst Solomon Dersso believes that hydropolitics have 

brought about “disagreement, mistrust, fear, and rivalry” between countries sharing water. The 

financial, social, and political factors all play key roles in water and the Earth as it is. If water 

consumption were to continue at the pace in present day, hydropolitics (and other social and 

financial factors pertaining to water) can bring about many other world issues. 

UN Involvement: 

The United Nations involvement in access to water began in 1977 with the United 

Nations Water Conference. The time period of 1981-1990 was known as the International 

Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation decade, in which with the help of the UN, 1.3 billion 

people gained access to potable water. One of the millennium development goals was to halve 

the population without access to water by 2015. In the span from 1990-2015, 2.6 billion people 

received improved water sources. The goal was actually met in 2010, five years prior to the 

target date of 2015. 

The United Nations’ itself believes its biggest milestone was the General Assembly 

recognizing water for personal and domestic use as a human right through Resolution 64/292 in 

July 2010. The Assembly defined that the water must be “sufficient, safe, acceptable, affordable, 

and physically accessible.” The water source, as recognized by the UN, must be within one-

thousand meters of the residence and must not take more than a half hour to collect. 
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The United Nations, beside its milestone resolution, has had many other UN initiatives 

help in raising the issue of access to water. The World Health Organization (WHO) adopted 

Resolution 64/24 in May 2011; calling for “national health strategies to contribute to the 

realization of water” to support the promotion of safe drinking water, sanitation/hygiene, and to 

encourage collaboration of WHO and other UN initiatives. The Human Rights Council also 

adopted A/HRC/RES/18/1 in 2011. The resolution calls for states to ensure that there is proper 

financing such that the delivery of water and sanitation service is sustainable. The General 

Assembly has passed A/RES/64/198 which emphasizes that water is absolutely critical to 

sustainability and environmental integrity. The resolution also emphasizes coordination of 

member states to aid one another in reaching water goals. 

There have been successful methods to making water more available and improving 

conservation.  One key solution that expert analysts advise for is the need for education and 

raising awareness of the issue using UN initiatives. The UN has done this in varied ways, 

whether it be the World Water Day (annually on March 22) or the UN Decade for Water (2005-

2015). The UN also encourages the expansion of water programs and improving policy. One 

example of improved programs and policy is the United States action in expanding the Clean 

Water Act. The United States’ Clean Water Act requires extensive treatment of water before 

being reused which is known as water recycling, in a clean, manageable, and methodical way. In 

addition, as new technologies emerge, states can come together to create a world where no 

person goes thirsty; a world where conservation is a norm and water is plentiful. 
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Questions to Consider: 

1. How can the issue of overconsumption be mitigated? Should laws be put in place by 

member states to fine those who overuse? 

2. How can water be made more affordable and more available in local communities like 

Kenya where projects have failed? 

3. How can desalination plants be made more efficient such that they can be made more 

widespread? 

4. What complications does water have with member states’ government’s ability to 

properly maintain water sources? 

5. How can education be used to prevent wastefulness? What are the best ways to spread 

awareness to countries, including those without mass communication? 
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Topic 2: Development of Small Island Nations 

Background: 

 Small Island Developing States (SIDS) are small coastal countries with similar but 

separate development issues.  Their small area and remoteness result in unique economic and 

environmental issues.  Some of these issues include population growth, a dependence on 

international trade, limited resources, alienation and remoteness, and the susceptibility to natural 

disasters.  There are currently 52 states that are classified as a small island developing state, and 

these islands are primarily located in the Caribbean Sea, the Pacific Ocean, the South China Sea, 

the Mediterranean, Indian Ocean, and off the coast of Africa. 

 The scarcity of resources and the remoteness of small island developing states results in 

high transportation and communication costs.  While the world relies on maritime trade and 

transportation for 80% of its products, SIDS rely on it for up to 12% higher.  One example of this 

reliance on international trade is seen in the French Polynesian Islands.  Imports of foreign goods 

totaled to 2.2 billion US dollars in 2008, while exports only brought in 0.2 billion 

dollars.  Another issue associated with trade besides cost of transportation is that SIDS are not 

represented well at World Trade Organizations in Geneva. Air traffic in small island developing 

states is mostly filled with passengers and tourists, so cargo is mostly being shipped 

overseas.  However, this tourism greatly contributes to the country’s economy.  For example, 

tourism accounts for 50% of the Bahamas’ annual GDP, causing an increase in economic 

growth.  This also proves true in the French Polynesian Island, where tourism accounts for 458 

million US dollars toward their GDP. But, this reliance on tourism for small island developing 
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states makes them vulnerable because they are then reliant on the global economy.  If the global 

economy declines, less people will spend their money on vacations to small island states, causing 

a crippling blow to their economies. 

 There are many environmental issues linked to the development of small island 

states.  The biggest among these issues is climate change.  Climate change is linked with rising 

sea levels, which threatens both the economy of small island states and the survival of 

them.  Low-lying island states like the Marshall Islands are greatly threatened by rising sea 

levels.  These islands are disappearing, and the 70,000 people that live there will be displaced if 

sea levels continue to rise.  Underground freshwater tables are being salinated, houses and 

airports are flooding, and infrastructure is being damaged.  The results of a recent study on 

climate change related damage shows that the potential related losses is over $570 trillion.  Other 

small island developing states that are being impacted already are the Maldives, the Cook 

Islands, Fiji and more.  However, all coastal countries are in fact at risk of rising sea levels which 

could displace almost 20% of the world population. 

Other environmental issues aside from climate change are a part of the problem of small 

island developing states.  The sustainability of sea life and biodiversity are being threatened as a 

result of overfishing, coral bleaching, and damaging fishing techniques.  The Maldives is the the 

most affected by coral bleaching of the small island developing states, with over 10% of its reef 

degraded beyond recovery.  This is most impactful in areas with massive reef structures, and 

SIDS are not the only places affected.  For example, over 90% Australia’s Great Barrier Reef, 

the largest in the world, has already been affected by coral bleaching.  SIDS also heavily rely on 

petroleum products for their energy production, and this reliance accounts for 12% of import 
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costs.  Renewable energy is difficult to implement in small island states because of their remote 

locations.  Although solar energy is used in all SIDS, this technology has still not been developed 

to its full potential for efficiency.  Wind and hydroelectric power varies between small island 

states because of location and climate.  For example, the Bahamas uses wind power and 

hydroelectric power because its location has the capacity to take advantage of these energy 

forms.  Still, the Bahamas relies on petroleum products for over 70% of its power.  Geothermal, 

tidal, and wave power is still developing, and they are not very effective at this time.  Natural 

disasters are another thing hindering the growth of small island developing states.  Depending on 

location, these states are often vulnerable to monsoons, tsunamis, droughts, floods, landslides, 

and even volcanic eruptions.  This vulnerability causes losses economically and infrastructurally, 

along with a loss of work productivity.  For example, Singapore lost over $50 million in 2006 

from the Southeast Asian Haze which stemmed from improper agricultural slash and burning, 

and continued to lose millions of dollars the following year when the monsoon season 

began.  All of this results from the growing issue of climate change; it causes weather effects that 

are very detrimental to small island developing states and the rest of the world. 

UN Involvement: 

 The United Nations is heavily involved in furthering the development of small island 

states.  There have been multiple UN Documents that have shown progress in small island 

sustainable development.  For example, A/66/278 focuses on the several issues associated with 

small island developing states like sustainable development, development strategies, cooperation, 

risk management, data collection, energy resources, food security, ecotourism and climate 

change. E/CN.17/1996/20 focused on other areas like disaster prevention, air transport, 
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telecommunications, maritime transport, and more.  These resolutions were helpful in presenting 

the issues associated with small island developing states to the international community, but 

there were no actions associated with the documents that helped improve the conditions in 

SIDS.  The United Nations created the Hyogo Framework for Action in relations with disaster 

prevention. This framework provides a plan for protection against natural disasters like 

earthquakes, floods, and landslides in all major SIDS like the Maldives, Fiji, the Bahamas, the 

Marshall Islands, and the Cook Islands.  It has been very successful in many regions throughout 

the world, but most small island nations are not receiving the same assistance.  The United 

Nations World Tourism Organization focuses on ecotourism, as a way that can eradicate poverty 

in third world nations, while simultaneously protecting the environment and the animals within 

it.  Ecotourism started near the 1970s, and has since been a good source of income for SIDS. 

Although some progress has been made, the United Nations continues to acknowledge 

the problems of small island developing states without establishing any concrete and effective 

ways to stop the problem.  For example, climate change is becoming a bigger issue every 

day.  The major world powers like the United States, Russia, and China are among the highest 

polluters in the world, and they continue to disregard the Kyoto Protocol.  However, the Alliance 

of Small Island States, an intergovernmental organization unifying coastal countries and small 

island states, works toward addressing the many issues associated with the development of small 

island states and the aspects that are hindering such development like transportation costs, 

climate change’s effects, communication costs, etc.  This alliance accounts for 20% of the United 

Nations representation, so it continues to push this issue to the forefront to try to be solved in the 

future. 
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In the 2009 United Nations Climate Change Conference, AOSIS, or Alliance of Small 

Island States proposed that the global temperature rise should be limited to an increased by 1.5 

degrees Celsius instead of 2 degrees, but the United Nations did not adopted this change because 

some of the most powerful countries in the world like China and Russia are unwilling to lower 

pollution in order to stop this change in temperature.  Within the new Sustainable Development 

Goals, there are some that will benefit SIDS if they are to be achieved; these goals include global 

economic growth, sustainable cities and communities, climate action, and protecting life below 

and above water.  These goals work toward solving major world problems, while simultaneously 

helping small island developing states as a result. 

 

Questions to Consider: 

1. How will the UN solve all of the aspects associated with the topic in one coherent 

resolution effectively?  Which ones are solvable? Which are not? 

2. How will the UN convince countries to stop climate change in order to save small island 

developing states from being submerged by the oceans? Is it possible? 

3. How can costs of transportation and communication be cut down for SIDS? 

4. What are some ways that small island states can receive that help that they need? How 

will small island states receive more representation? 

5. What has your country done to help the development of small island developing states?  

6. How can your country help the economies of SIDS grow? Will your country lower prices 

of goods to help them, seeing as they are dependent on international trade? 
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