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Topic 1: Domestic Terrorism 

Background: 

 Domestic terrorists are people who commit violent acts against their own people or 

country to instill fear into the government or citizens in order to further a certain political, social, 

or religious agenda. Domestic terrorism, also called homegrown terrorism, occurs in countries 

throughout the world.  A survey conducted in 2009 by the FBI found that there are about 15,000 

websites on the internet supporting terrorist activities, and two-thirds of these websites are 

actively maintained and posted on.  Over 8,000 of these terrorist websites are hosted on US 

servers.  In the United States today, there are an estimated over 300 homegrown jihadists 

convicted of terrorist related crimes since September 11, 2001.  A US Congressional Research 

Service’s study helped make 22 arrests relating to separate terrorists plots between 2009 and 

2010.  This shows the massive increase in homegrown terrorism because there were a total of 21 

terrorist plots in the time period of seven years after the 9/11 attacks.  During these two time 

periods, there were only two violent attacks that were carried out in each.  The two in 2009 and 

2010 resulted in 14 deaths.  In 2015, the FBI found jihad extremists in all 50 states.  Within the 

same year, over 80 Americans were arrested for the plotting or attempting of an act of terrorism. 

 Domestic terrorism has no real roots.  Homegrown terrorists have ties to both college 

graduates and high school dropouts, married and single people, poor and rich people, and 

more.  Recent studies show that the true motivation behind homegrown jihadists is the lack of 

real political engagement.  Besides internet recruiting, extremists are often recruited in the prison 

systems, political movement meetings, etc.  Basic training for homegrown terrorists is often 
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rushed, so it is hard to catch criminals in the act of training or plotting terrorist events due to the 

limited time window a terrorist can be caught before the act is committed.  For example, Faisal 

Shahzad only received three or four days of his training in bomb making before the Times 

Square plot in 2010.  Luckily, no one was harmed in this terrorist attack, but the bombing plot 

was already staged and primed, and it was waiting to explode.  Shahzad was convicted on 

account of an attempted act of terrorism, and received life imprisonment without the possibility 

of parole.  Michael Hayden, former CIA director, called domestic terrorism one of the biggest 

threats to American public safety, along with nationwide security in the world of today. 

Since the attacks on the US World Trade Centers in 2001, it is estimated by the Global 

Terrorism Index that the number of terrorist attacks around the world has escalated by 

460%.  One famous attack, the Moscow Metro bombings in 2010, killed 50 civilians and injured 

113.  The Boston Marathon bombing in 2013 killed three and injured 187 innocent people.  At 

the end of 2015, terrorists killed 137 and wounded 368 people in the Paris attacks.  More 

recently, the bombings in Brussels in March of 2016 killed 35 people and wounded over 300 

more.  These events show that terrorist attacks are happening outside of certain terrorism 

affiliated territories, and that homegrown terrorism is becoming a bigger issue over time.  The 

United Kingdom’s Prime Minister, David Cameron, announced his plan to prevent British 

citizens from becoming ‘radicalized’ while attending university, which is basically not allowing 

radical speakers that may promote some terrorism-related ideas to speak at universities.  This has 

helped by not explicitly exposing students to terrorist ideas where they may be influenced. 
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UN Involvement: 

 The United Nations focuses on the issue of terrorism as a whole, and it has scratched the 

surface in regards to addressing the specifics of homegrown terrorism and how to solve the 

issue.  The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) has a terrorism prevention 

branch that focuses on working with member states to effectively and efficiently counter 

terrorism.  The first focal point of the Terrorism Prevention Branch (TPB) is centered around 

ratification.  When promoting ratification, the UNODC wants member nations to ratify the “19 

international legal instruments related to the prevention and suppression of international 

terrorism”.  All of the UN member states have ratified one or more of these items, most closer to 

all of them, but some have not ratified all of them for issues pertaining to their policy on the 

issue.  It is still unclear as to whether or not this has helped, seeing as terrorism is presently still 

increasing.  These nineteen legally binding instruments have been adapting to more effectively 

counter and resolve certain issues associated to terrorism.  For example, this branch of the 

UNODC has created certain response codes to help resolve and prevent aviation sabotage.  This 

has worked, seeing as seven hijackings were stopped since 2010, like Turkish Airline Flight 

1754 for example.  Another legal instrument that the TPB encourages states to ratify focuses on 

the response to the kidnapping of diplomats and important politicians along with hostage 

taking.  Furthermore, the Terrorism Prevention Branch of the UNODC addresses the illicit 

handling of nuclear materials, acts against maritime safety, bombings, the financing of terrorist 

organizations, as well as the illicit usage or handling of biological and chemical weapons.  These 

binding instruments make signers criminalize these events according to each individual country’s 

legal code, establish extradition treaties for terrorists, and help ease international cooperation 

http://www.un.org/en/terrorism/instruments.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/terrorism/instruments.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/terrorism/instruments.shtml
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efforts when dealing with terrorists and helping the effects of terrorism.  Over 660 new 

ratifications of these documents have occurred around the world since 2003, but universal 

ratification is still far from existence at this point in time. 

 The Terrorism Prevention Branch also focuses on building a state’s capacity for 

implementing legislation regarding countering terrorism within the nation.  More specifically, 

their ‘Capacity Building’ focuses on training initiatives in countering terrorism through the 

internet.  Another major area the TPB centers training is toward assisting victims of acts of 

terrorism through relief efforts like medical and economic assistance.  Lastly, the TPB tracks the 

funding of terrorism, and it also helps ensure that human rights are protected when attempting to 

effectively counter terrorism.  The spreading of terrorist ideas via internet is not prominent in 

lesser developed countries that do not have decent access to computers and internet. 

 The United Nations Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task Force drafted a report on 

Radicalization and Extremism that Leads to Terrorism in 2006.  This report addresses the many 

concerns associated with how thoughts and beliefs of terrorism get spread, like schools and 

political meetings, while simultaneously proposing a strategy for action to combat this 

issue.  This Working Group believes that the best way to stop this homegrown terrorism is to 

attempt to limit funding to terrorist organizations and other organizations with possible 

affiliations to them.  This has worked as seen in the sanctions placed on Al-Qaeda and ISIS, and 

they were slowed down as a result.  But, ISIS still remains a huge threat despite these sanctions, 

so it is unclear whether or not this is the most effective way of combating such terrorism.  Along 

with this, the UN believes that force should not be overlooked when dealing with terrorism, 
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seeing as it can be an effective way to stop a highly militarized group, as seen with the 

assassination of Osama Bin Laden which greatly impacted Al-Qaeda’s organization. 

Questions to Consider: 

1. What is the best way to stop the recruitment of terrorists? 

2. How can the United Nations find a balance between diplomatic intervention and 

militaristic intervention when combating terrorism? 

3. Seeing as terrorist bombings are still taking place all over the world, how will the UN 

encourage and implement more security in public places like airports? Metro Stations? 

Parking structures? 

4. How can we ensure as the international community that aviation sabotages will be 

stopped? 

5. What does your country believe the fundamental source of homegrown terrorism 

is?  How can we stop homegrown terrorist ideas from being spread before terrorist 

actions occur? 

6. What is homegrown terrorism like in your country? How many people are affected? How 

many terrorist events have occurred in the past 5 years, and what were their effects? 
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Topic 2: Illegal Drug Trade in the Americas 

Background: 

    The illegal drug trade in the Americas plagues each and every country. The business is 

growing to be one of the most profitable in the world, generating over 321 billion USD in 2009. 

As the illegal drug trade continues to grow, the issue becomes more and more prevalent to the 

international community. According to the UNODC World Drug Report, about 246 million 

people used an illicit drug in 2013, proving the drug trade to be one of the most prominent 

conflicts plaguing the international community. The National Center on Addiction and Substance 

Abuse has found in research that most young adults who have used narcotics will be twice more 

likely to include the use of alcohol into their routine. However, teens appear to be five times 

more likely to involve marijuana as well as twenty times more likely to add heroin, ecstasy or 

cocaine. The creation of preventive measures tailored to the needs of youth and other vulnerable 

members in society is necessary to ensure opportunities for drug free and self-sustained lives. 

The complex nature of this conflict calls for thorough and comprehensive solutions in order to 

attack every aspect.  

As the demand for illegal drugs continues to grow, the need for efforts in regards to 

alternative development becomes increasingly crucial. As illegal fields of poppy, marijuana, and 

coca become more prevalent because they sell for higher fields, the UNODC would aim to 

abolish these specifically. Approximately 140 million people or rather 2.3 percent of the world’s 

population consume cannabis, making it the most widely cultivated and illicit drug. Comparing 

to the .3 percent that consume cocaine, cannabis should be considered a priority. 
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     Corruption within developing countries is one of the key contributors to the illegal drug trade. 

Lack of jurisdiction has allowed criminal organizations to gain the ability to bribe officers, 

therefore avoiding repercussions or even prosecution altogether. In addition, developing 

countries often have inadequate anti-trafficking strategies in place which leads illicit drug 

traffickers to run a very low risk business. With this opportunity, illicit traffickers are able to 

earn more, granting them access to more advanced technology and transportation as well as 

broadening their sales. 

Alternative development is another key aspect in this complex issue. Alternative 

development has been encouraged by the UNODC to attack the cultivation of illegal crops and 

allowing farmers to have alternative crops to grow. Although promoted at an international level, 

alternative development programs stems within the country and even the local communities. 

Seeing that the factors that drive farmers toward the cultivation of illicit crops differs within each 

country and region, no two alternative development plans can ever be exactly the same. 

However, issues within corrupt governments often limits productivity within these strategies. 

Working towards improving upon alternative development and its success will aid the 

elimination drug trafficking. 

Another aspect that needs to be addressed is how the drug trade affects countries 

economically. In countries such as Mexico, many people are employed through the drug trade 

and the loss of this business will not only be detrimental to Mexico’s economy but to its people 

as well. As an example within Mexico, there are 468,000 people who are working directly in the 

illicit drug trade. The drug trade industry in Mexico is worth more than 50 billion USD, 

becoming the world's fifth largest employers in the country. Nonetheless, the impact on 
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Mexico’s economy would be devastating if this industry were to be abolished creating a decrease 

of 63 percent. To combat this problem it is essential to focus on anti-corruption methods, 

alternative development and more advanced tracking systems. 

UN Involvement: 

The United Nations has been proactive in addressing the illicit drug trade. The UNODC 

has focused its efforts on offering to give support to governments in regards to the creation of a 

national policy, action plans as well as various programs that address illicit crops. The United 

Nations has been involved in regards to passing resolutions including resolution E/RES/2014/24, 

which called for a special assembly which was held in 2016 March as well as encouraged all 

countries to sign the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, the Convention on Psychotropic 

Substances and the United Nations Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and 

Psychotropic Substances.  

The said assembly to be held in 2016, also known as UNGASS 2016, took place April 

19-21 and addressed reducing demand, treatment of drug use diseases and rehabilitation, supply 

reduction, effective law enforcement and increasing international cooperation in draft resolution 

A/S-30/L1.  At UNGASS 2016, members stressed the need to reduce the stigma surrounding 

drug users as well as creating alternative punishments instead of crimination such as providing 

rehabilitation, aftercare and therapy for different illnesses.  

The UNODC also has the UNODC-WCO Global Container Control Programme, which 

targets the distribution of illicit drugs as 500 million containers are shipped yearly with only a 

2% detection rate. There are currently 20 operational ports in conjunction with the CCP 

including, Guatemala, Costa Rica, Panamá, Suriname, Paraguay and Ecuador. The Commission 
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of Narcotic Drugs is a governing body under the UNODC that maintains the budget of the 

United Nations International Drug Control Programme. The United Nations International Drug 

Programme is currently held responsible for over 90 percent of all resources available to the 

United Nations for the purpose of drug control. The Commission of Narcotic Drugs also holds 

the power to remove or revise any international measures over drugs proving it to have a great 

impact in regards to this issue. 

Although the United Nations has passed countless amounts of resolutions and actions 

plans, the UNODC World Drug Report for 2015 concludes that results are not sufficient enough 

to know if any progress has been made. The UN report also concludes that prison health must be 

address as drug use is more prevalent in prison than in outside communities. In respect to 

alternative development, the UN, according to the World Drug Report, is looking for future 

alternative development programs and plans to work hand in hand with the new Sustainable 

Development Goals. 

 

Questions to Consider: 

1. How has the drug trade affected your country and what means have you taken to stop the 

drug trade? 

2. How can we incentivize countries who benefit from the drug trade as a major source to 

their GDP? 

3. Does your country view legalization of certain drugs to be beneficial or harmful towards 

the goal of eliminating illegal drug trade? 

4. Has your country utilized programs that create alternative development and if so how has 

it worked or failed? 
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