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Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 

Background: 

 The conflict between Israel and Palestine began in the late 1800s, when a group of people 

known as Zionists decided to colonize Palestine. The Zionists represented an extreme minority of 

the Jewish population, so at first, the local inhabitants were not alarmed; however, as the Zionists 

made their goals of creating a Jewish homeland in Palestine increasingly clearer, tensions began 

to develop. As factors such as Hitler’s rise to power and the Zionist efforts to attract more Jewish 

people to Palestine became more and more prevalent, violence soon broke out.  

This violence resulted in the 1947-1949 war, a conflict between the Zionists and the Arab 

and Palestinian forces. In Hebrew, this conflict is known as the War of Independence. The Arab 

armies did not enter the war until after the Zionists had carried out sixteen different, but all 

gruesome, massacres. One of the more violent massacres was the 1948 Massacre at Deir Yassin, 

where over 100 Palestinians were killed in only two days. Throughout the course of these violent 

expulsions, over 350,000 Palestinians were forced to leave their homes and flee. By the end of 

the war in 1949, Israel had expelled more than 75% of the Palestinian population and conquered 

78% of Palestine itself. Currently, there are roughly 6.5 million Palestinian refugees worldwide, 

and it’s said that the 1947-1949 war caused the majority of these displacements.  

In 1967, another conflict broke out as Israel attempted to acquire the final 28% of 

Palestinian land that remained after the 1947-1949 war. Known as the “Six Day War,” Israel 

carried out an attack upon Egypt. Following this, Israel finally occupied the rest of Palestine. 

According to international law, “it is inadmissible to acquire territory by war.” Therefore, Israel 

does not technically own these territories and is simply occupying them. 
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In 1993, the Oslo peace accords were published, a document that asserted that the 

territories being occupied by Israel were to be returned to the Palestinians. Israel ignored these 

requests and continued to deprive the Palestinians of their basic human and legal rights, leading 

to the 2000 rebellion carried out by the oppressed Palestinians. Known as the “Second Intifada” 

or the Al-Aqsa Intifada, roughly 4,973 Palestinians were killed over the course of the conflict, as 

estimated by the Palestine Center for Human Rights. Although the exact end date of this uprising 

is still being disputed, it’s estimated that it ended sometime in early 2005. The first intifada 

occurred in 1987, when an Israeli truck killed four Palestinians and induced spontaneous 

protests.  

One major problem that is a direct result of the Israel-Palestine conflict is the amount of 

Palestinian refugees that, even today, are left without citizenship to any country and/or 

perpetually trapped in a less-than-ideal refugee camp. In 1951, the United Nations (UN) 

estimated that there were 711,000 refugees that were displaced following the 1947-1949 war. 

Additionally, violence still occurs routinely between Israelis and Palestinians. Even worse, 

neither the Israelis nor the Palestinians are willing to work out some sort of compromise that 

could eventually ease the tensions and solve the conflict.  

The hostility between the two groups has still continued to steadily increase. For 

example, on November 22, 2016, a series of wildfires broke out in the Israeli port city of Haifa. 

Roughly 60,000 people were evacuated from their homes, many of which were destroyed by the 

fires. The tensions between Israelis and Palestinians are evident through the multiple accusations 

that have been hurled between the two groups; Israeli education minister Naftali Bennett claimed 

that “only someone who this land does not belong to would be capable of setting fire to it,” 
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which The Times of Israel guessed was directed “at Palestinians and/or members of Israel’s Arab 

community.” Additionally, Israel’s prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu is said to have been 

blaming Palestinians in order to further his own agenda of inciting violence and disfavor of the 

group.  

UN Involvement: 

 Perhaps one of the earliest actions carried out by the UN in regard to Israel and Palestine 

was in 1947, when the United Nations proposed a plan of partition for Palestine. This plan entails 

dividing Palestine so that both the Israelis and Palestinians are able to have their own territory; 

however, as Israel was and still is unwilling to compromise, this plan never came into effect. 

 In 1951, directly following the 1947-1949 war, the United Nations began providing 

humanitarian aid for those who were displaced during the mass Palestinian exodus. According to 

the UN, about 3.8 million Palestinians and their descendants have signed up for this 

humanitarian aid. 

As of 2013, there are 45 resolutions in the United Nations Human Rights Council in 

which Israel is criticized. It’s clear that the majority of the United Nations is in favor of allowing 

Palestine the right of return, but is unable to do so without the cooperation of Israel. For 

example, in United Nations General Assembly Resolution 194, it’s stated that “refugees wishing 

to return to their homes and live at peace with their neighbours should be permitted to do so at 

the earliest practicable date.” In addition, this resolution also declared that “compensation should 

be paid for the property of those choosing not to return and for loss of or damage to property 

which, under principles of international law or equity, should be made good by the Governments 

or authorities responsible.” This resolution was adopted in committee, but without Israel’s 
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agreement, it failed to be implemented. It’s unlikely that Israel will ever choose to support any 

sort of resolution or treaty in which Palestine is allowed to return. 

Most of the member states of the United Nations agree that a partition plan is the only 

possible way in which a peaceful solution could ever be implemented into the Israel Palestine 

conflict; however, Israel still continues to assert that they rightfully own the Palestinian territory, 

while the Palestinians do the same. With two groups of people unwilling to change their views, 

solutions are incredibly difficult to think of and virtually impossible to implement.  

Questions to Consider:  

1. How can we go about a peaceful solution while keeping in mind the contradicting desires 

of both Israel and Palestine? 

2. What can we do in order to lessen the violence currently in Palestine? 

3. Has your country made any statements or publicized their views regarding the conflict? If 

so, does your country support Israel or Palestine?  

4. Should sovereignty be considered when formulating solutions? 
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