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Violence in the Central African Republic (CAR) 

Background: 

 The Central African Republic, located in Central Africa, is landlocked, and bordered by 

the countries of Chad, Sudan, the DR Congo, and the Republic of Congo. Originally a territory 

of France, the country was granted independence in 1960 and had 6 subsequent leaders all with 

authoritarian power and maintaining violence in the region from foreign troops.  

The CAR held their first multi-party elections in 1993, however 10 years later, General 

Bozizé and the support of Chad lead a rebellion against the current government of the time. 

Rebel groups from the Northern CAR began to ally against the “autocratic ruling” of General 

Bozizé. In 2013, the country broke into a state of chaos when Bozizé was overthrown by rebel 

militant groups, leaving the country without a clear leader. Without a leader, two opposing 

groups, the Muslim Seleka comprised of rebel groups and the Christian anti-Balaka fought to 

take control of the weak government. This violence has killed thousands of innocent civilians, 

and made many cities uninhabitable, causing hundreds to flee their homes and turn to refugee 

camps for support. 6,000 people have died as a result of this violence and over a quarter of the 

population is displaced since the start of the conflict in 2013.  

In an effort to stabilize the capital Bangui, France deployed 1,200 troops to this region in 

the months following December 2013. Outside nations find it important to preserve the country 

because it is rich in natural resources, oil and uranium in particular. In addition to the opposing 

forces within the country, the neighboring countries of Chad and Sudan have tried to gain control 

of these resources causing an increase in tension as well.  
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Currently, there are 2.5 million civilians living in the CAR that are still in need of 

humanitarian aid and international negotiation to speak with a board of women, religious 

ambassadors, and elected government officials in order to decrease the presence of the conflict in 

the CAR. Another issue that resides in the CAR is the arms embargo of 2013 which limits 

financial support, trade, or importing of military assistance into the CAR, as well as a freeze of 

the assets in the CAR through January 1, 2017.  

UN Involvement: 

 The UN has initiated many of the peacebuilding attempts within the CAR in order to 

restore peace in the region. In regard to peacekeeping, the UN created the Providing for 

Peacekeeping Project which has especially been focusing on Africa and the violence in the CAR 

and increasing support from first world nations to peacekeeping operations. The UN has 

deployed 8,000 peacekeeping troops to the region, however this has proved unsuccessful to 

disarming militia groups.  

 The UN Secretary-General also approved of full reinforcement of peacekeeping troops 

until the launch of the UN mission approved of in early April. The mission transfers aid from 

African Union and French troops, to troops provided by the UN Peacekeeping Operations. The 

advantages of this mission include full UN backing and additional funding, directed towards 

rebuilding, political negotiation, and international involvement in the conflict resolution.  

 In October, the UN called upon all militant members to give up their weapons by the time 

of the presidential elections, as stated in the Bangui Forum for National Reconciliation in May 

2015. This attempt at gaining control of militant groups was unsuccessful, however the UN 

continues to employ missions aimed at restoring peace in the country.  
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 MINUSCA, the UN’s most recent peacekeeping initiative, focuses on the reintegration of 

civilians as well as the mitigation of peace and a disarmament of militant groups. Minusca 

encompasses the six point plan as well, which, created February 20, 2014, is “designed to stop 

the violence and killings, protect civilians, prevent the de facto partition of the country, facilitate 

the delivery of humanitarian assistance and provide the Government with some urgently needed 

support,” as said by the UN Secretary General. Along with MINUSCA, French and AU troops 

have provided support in decreasing the conflict in the CAR.  

 In 2013, the UN passed Resolution 2127, and 2121, which focused on humanitarian law, 

criminalization of militant rebel groups, deterioration of infrastructure as a result of conflict, and 

the issues of respecting the CAR’s sovereignty while providing the aide necessary to reduce 

violence. Resolution 2127 was a reformed version of resolution 2121, focusing more on 

women’s participation in the matter, and using representatives in the CAR to guide their 

decisions and help create peace without infringing upon the country’s sovereignty. 

Furthermore, the UN has partnered with NGO’s such as Concern Worldwide, which 

entered the CAR in 2014, and has since provided refuge and basic living necessities such as food 

and water to the 400,000 internally displaced people within the CAR. Outside of humanitarian 

aid, it is important to take into consideration the effect that these thousands of displaced people 

have on the CAR. With 121,000 people fleeing to neighboring countries in just the past 6 

months, these people are placing strains on the CAR and on the resources available to the 

surrounding nations.  

 The issue within the violence in the CAR involves many aspects. First, there is the issue 

of providing adequate peacekeepers to protect the civilians and disarm militant groups. Secondly, 
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there remains the sovereignty of the CAR and respecting such. In addition, the element of 

outside military groups coming into the CAR in order to take over natural resources is another 

cause of violence in the country which must be taken into consideration. Finally, it is important 

that the weapons embargos in the CAR are efficient and successful as seen by the lack of said 

success in the CAR in past attempts made by the UN. The Bangui Report’s efforts to disarm all 

rebel militant groups and the failure of such is an example of the inefficiency in depriving these 

groups of the weapons, financial aid, and military supplies that give them so much power over 

this area. It is important that international attention is brought to this issue and solutions are 

created that specifically address the flaws in past actions by the UN in decreasing the violence 

and effectively sanctioning these groups from receiving supplies and weapons that the Seleka 

and Balaka groups use to wreak havoc in the CAR.  

Questions to Consider: 

1. How can the UN improve peacekeeping missions within the CAR and how can sanctions 

be enforced through these missions? 

2. What current policy does your country have towards sending troops/ aid into the CAR 

and how can you improve the status of this country without violating your policy? 

3. What types of sanctions are most needed to decrease the accessibility to weapons and 

financial support that the Selekas and the Balakas are receiving? What can your country 

do to improve these sanctions? 

4. How can democratically elected officials be ensured within the country and how can your 

country work with these representatives to develop a better government within the CAR? 
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5. While humanitarian aid is not of this committee’s main concern, how can the 

peacekeeping missions work to accommodate the civilians and provide the necessary 

support? 
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