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Situation in Mali  

Background: 

 Mali is an African nation located on the Western region of the continent. Since Mali’s 

independence from France in 1960, it has experienced tremendous political turmoil as radical 

Islamic Extremist groups have infiltrated and established various uprisings throughout the nation. 

The five most prevalent Islamists groups in Mali as of now are Ansar Dine, the Signed-in-Blood 

Battalion, Movement for Unity and Jihad in West Africa (Mujao), the Islamic Movement for 

Azawad (IMA) and Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM).  

 These extremist groups occupancy in Mali resulted from the outbreaks of uprising in the 

1990s by an ethnic group known as the Tuaregs. Tuaregs are a self-proclaimed group composed 

of nomadic people who originated in the Saharan region of North Africa and have settled in 

many Western African nations including Mali. The Tuaregs fought for official recognition and 

the right to self-determination in Northern Mali, which they refer to as Azawad. The Small Arms 

Survey reported that due to the large degree of arms in the 2011 Libyan civil war and the fleeing 

of many Tuaregs to Mali, the Tuaregs have become heavily armed within the nation and have 

broken off to join extremist groups. From these actions, Tuareg led military victories occurred in 

Northern Mali in January of 2012 between the National Movement for the Liberation of Azawad 

(MNLA) and Malian military. 

On March 22, 2012 the country was thrown head first into turmoil with the successful 

coup of the government by a group of military soldiers. These soldiers were led by Captain 

Amadou Sanogo and refer to themselves as the National Committee for the Restoration of the 

Democracy and State. After taking control of the government, Captain Sanogo promised to 



 
  

   
 

2 
 

EHSMUN Novice 
January 21, 2017 SC#13 

defeat the rebels but was unable because the military was plagued with corruption and 

insufficient equipment. The National Movement for the Liberation of Azawad and the Islamic 

Movement for Azawad (IMA) fought against the Malian government for a newly declared nation 

in what is now northern Mali named Azawad. Ansar Dine, Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb 

(AQIM) and the Movement for Oneness and Jihad in West Africa (MUJAO) are against an 

independent state but instead fight for the installment of Sharia law within the entire nation. In 

2013, French intervention brought a majority of Northern Mali territory back under the control of 

the Malian government and interim President Dioncounda Traore, but still these groups fought to 

impose their own wills upon the citizens of not only Mali but West Africa as a whole. A cease 

fire agreement was established and enforced in June of 2013 but abruptly ended in the end of 

September of 2013. Again in February of 2015 peace talks and negotiations led to a peace 

agreement and ceasefire with French forces scheduled to withdraw. However, sporadic terrorist 

attacks from all five terrorist organizations occur. The Coordination of Azawad Movements 

(CMA) refuses to sign the deal without consulting its bases. Months later in May of 2015, CMA 

representatives eventually develop a preliminary accord in Algeria, but require further 

negotiations before it is adopted. 

A number of reports show that Malian soldiers have been accused of targeting Tuareg 

rebels and Islamic Extremist groups and coordinating mass executions as well as disappearances 

of people already captured. For instance, Amnesty International determined that Malian soldiers 

targeted and murdered four Tuareg innocent shepherds in 2013. Malian soldiers have also been 

accused of violating basic human rights and torturing civilians. On February 28, 2013 Malian 

forces raided Kadji village in Goa in hopes of capturing the MUJAO’s suspected base of 
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operations. Fifty innocent people were arrested, beaten and illegally detained without a charge or 

trial. This corruption and untrust of the government resulted in 22,000 Malian residents of 

Tuareg and Arab descent escaping out of Mali.  

The Human Rights Watch organization has identified that the Tuareg rebels, Islamist 

Extremist groups and Malian military forces have violated numerous human rights including 

abductions, rapes, large scale executions, use of child soldiers and attacks on schools and 

hospitals. Due to the violent rebellions, limited food, water and shelter, and lack of leadership in 

Northern Mali, thousands of citizens have fled Mali to neighboring countries. The United 

Nations Office of Humanitarian Affairs approximates 284,000 citizens fled the country or 

proceeded south where war is less prevalent. Of these 284,000 people, 107,000 are considered 

internally displaced persons (IDPs) and 177,000 chose to leave the country and take refuge in 

Niger, Algeria, Burkina Faso and Mauritania.  

Islamist Extremist groups have also committed human right violations in Northern Mali. 

Attempting to strengthen their own extremist group, organizations will recruit hundreds of 

children soldiers. These groups have been found to execute, torture, and amputate limbs of 

civilians who go against their interpretation of Sharia Law. The United Nations has reported 

cases of children abductions, rape and forced marriage. Watchlist on Children and Armed 

Conflict have depicted the massive recruitment, murder and maiming of children. The United 

Nations High Commissioner on Refugees (UNHCR) estimated that as of January 2014 a total of 

470,761 refugees and internally displaced people continue to be dangerous situations, even those 

that fled to neighboring countries such as Niger, Algeria, Burkina Faso and Mauritania. 
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UN Involvement: 

 In response to the 2012 military coup, the African Union and Economic Community of 

West African States (ECOWAS) immediately suspended Mali’s membership. ECOWAS 

imposed sanctions, travel bans and asset freezes against the nation and its military. To appeal to 

ECOWAS, a framework was established and agreed upon that transferred power of the nation to 

a temporary government in exchange for amnesty and repeal of sanctions. In addition, ECOWAS 

proposed the deployment of an African-led International Support Mission in Mali (AFISMA) to 

the United Nations Security Council. This would be in order to “dismantle terrorist and 

transnational criminal networks” in Northern regions of Mali. Security Council Resolution 2085 

assigned AFISMA to rebuild Mali’s defensive and security forces, aid in regaining the northern 

territory back and assist Malian authorities in protecting civilians.   

 In March of 2013, the African Union’s Peace and Security Council submitted a request to 

the Security Council to officially make AFISMA a United Nations peacekeeping force. As a 

result, Security Council Resolution 2100 was passed on April 25, 2013 establishing the UN 

Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali (MINUSMA) made up of 11,200 

military personnel and 1,440 police personnel. The resolution gave MINUSMA a peace 

enforcement role and allowed peacekeepers to take all necessary actions to enforce the protection 

of civilians and promotion of human rights. MINUSMA is responsible for protecting civilians 

who may be under imminent threat and protecting women and children human rights. 

MINUSMA was granted a year extension in Resolution 2164. This new resolution adopted in 

June 2014 called MINUSMA to bolster its presence and requested that mission support national 

political dialogue and reconciliation re-establish State authority, strengthen the security sector 
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and promote human rights of Malian people. MINUSMA’s expansion came with the All Source 

Information Unit that increased missions’ situational awareness. The UN has continued to 

combat this conflict in Mali throughout 2015 by supporting the Malian government with 

peacekeepers throughout Mali that have issued airstrikes to subdue the rebel groups. 

 The International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH), Human Rights Watch and 

Amnesty International reported human right violations committed by Malian forces against 

Tuareg and Arab unarmed civilians. In February of 2014, Oxfam international released a report 

titled “What’s Next for Mali: Four priorities for better governance” to identify what the new 

government must do to ensure the safety and stability of the country. The Oxfam report calls 

upon MINUSMA and international organizations to fund and protect the integration of the new 

government into the country. In August 2014, FIDH issued its “Human Rights Organisations’ 

Manifesto for a Peace Agreement that Respects Victims’ Rights” which contained a manifesto of 

terms that Malian officials and the international community would need to follow to ensure a 

lasting peace is established. The manifesto called all parties to exclude amnesty for atrocity 

crimes, integrate civil society organizations in the peace process, ensure effective disarmament 

and guarantee victims have access to aid. The Réseau des Femmes africaines pour le 

développement et de la communication (FEMNET-Mali) and the International Coalition for the 

Responsibility to Protect have held workshops together regarding the Responsibility to Protect in 

Bamako, the capital of Mali. The workshop also discussed possible aid that could be made to 

ECOWAS, the international community and civil society organizations.  

 In July of 2012, the government of Mali referred to its situation to the International 

Criminal Court (ICC) for crimes committed by extremist groups after the violent coup in 2012. 



 
  

   
 

6 
 

EHSMUN Novice 
January 21, 2017 SC#13 

As a member to the ICC since 2000, Mali consented to the Court’s jurisdiction over crimes. The 

ICC Prosecutor opened investigation into the reported atrocity crimes committed in Mali 

including murder, public executions, rapes and amputations. On September 22, 2014 the UN 

Secretary General report urged the government of Mali to continue its cooperation with the ICC 

to prosecute the perpetrators of the crimes. However, the ICC has not yet issued arrest warrants 

for any crimes in Mali.  

 

Questions to Consider: 

1. How does the Mali conflict and the participating Extremist Islamist groups affect your 

nation? And to what extent should France and other countries be involved in Mali’s 

affairs? 

2. Has your nation supported the infrastructure of Mali in any way? How do you plan to 

alleviate tension in the nation? 

3. Which is the best way to provide national reconciliation between Northern Mali and the 

Tuareg and the rest of the country? How can further problems be avoided in the future? 

4. How can the withdrawal of international forces in Mali be facilitated? Will they remain 

there indefinitely? How might this affect the region? 

5. Why does the international community (and presumably Mali) not want Azawad to be 

recognized as an independent state? 
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