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The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) 

Background: 

 The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, also identified as North Korea, has been 

heavily scrutinized by the international community for its myriad of infractions of international 

law; this dissonance includes a lack of transparency in their nuclear program, denial of human 

rights, and their denial of an ongoing famine.  

In December of 1985 the international community was at ease once North Korea declared 

their facilities in compliance with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), and then 

joined the Non-Proliferation Treaty. In 1992, the DPRK allowed IAEA inspections, however 

only into selected areas. Some regions of the research center were blocked from entry, regions 

that were suspected of nuclear projects. In 1994, Kim Jong-II succeeded his father and came to 

an agreement with the US: the DPRK would halt its nuclear weapons development in return for 

financial aid from the US to build the Yongbyon nuclear reactor. This became known as the US-

North Korea Agreed Framework.  

In 2001, the DPRK violated the Framework and launched a missile over Japan, which 

caused the Japanese, Americans, and South Koreans to block their respective oil shipments to the 

DPRK. In 2002, North Korea responded by removing IAEA monitoring devices, officially 

departing from the Non-Proliferation Treaty, and restarting their enrichment reactors. These 

actions led to the establishment of the Six-Party Talks which bound the DPRK to discussions 

with the United States, China, Russia, South Korea, and Japan. The talks were suspended in 
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2005, never to be resumed. Less than a month later, the DPRK declared itself a nuclear weapons 

state.  

North Korea is understood to have conducted 5 nuclear tests since 2006: data shows they 

tested in 2006, 2009, 2013, and two times in this year. Regarding the most recent tests, North 

Korea claimed they were in possession and testing of a thermonuclear weapon, however experts 

do not believe this is true. It is, however, the largest weapon the DPRK has ever manufactured. 

Through expert estimations and the state’s declarations, it is assumed they have roughly 38.5 kg 

of plutonium from fuel rods as of 2008. The Natural Resources Defense Council estimated the 

country has produced 10 nuclear weapons.  

Most recently, on September 9, 2016, the US Geological Survey recorded a 5.3 magnitude 

earthquake, originating from the DPRK’s known nuclear testing site. The explosion’s yield has 

been marked as anywhere from 10 to 20 kilotons, which is likely the largest it has ever conducted. 

This was the anniversary of the founding of North Korea. 

 The combination of North Korea’s strict communist values, closing outside trade, and 

various natural disasters have led to widespread economic hardship. Since the 1990s, over 2 

million people have died due to food shortages; this number only continues to increase, causing 

greater alarm for the international community. Women and children are malnourished, often 

going long periods of time without food, begging in the streets. In some cases, it is found that 

citizens are forced to eat grass, as it is their last resort. It is estimated that 40% of children under 

the age of five are malnourished. Natural disasters, such as the recent drought within the nation, 

drastically decreased harvests and increased the number of food shortages.  
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The DPRK has been heavily dependent on aid from the United States, South Korea, and 

China, however millions are still left malnourished due to the state’s stubborn policy; in fact, the 

DPRK has refused humanitarian aid from the United States since 2009.  

In addition to the aforementioned issues, the DPRK continues to violate its citizens 

human rights. The DPRK has an estimated 80,000 to 100,000 political prisoners. Both citizens 

and the prisoners undergo torture, public executions, slavery, and forced abortions. Some citizens 

are forced to work in labor camps, often located in Siberia of Russia. These camps are held in 

horrid conditions with cents of pay. Escapees tell stories of guards forcing prisoners to light 

others on fire and use their ashes as fertilizers, as well as forcing mothers to drown their babies. 

The UN has estimated that over 120,000 people have been killed in these camps due to poor 

living conditions, malnutrition, abuse, and exhaustion. Collaboration between the Security 

Council and the international community is paramount to the health and prosperity of the citizens 

of North Korea, as well as the preservation of international peace. 

UN Involvement: 

The United Nations Security Council has passed 5 major resolutions since 2006, which 

impose and bolster sanctions on the DPRK as they continue to pursue their nuclear program. The 

resolutions are as follows: Resolution 1718 (2006), Resolution 1874 (2009), Resolution 2087 

(2013), Resolution 2094 (2013), and Resolution 2270 (2016).  

The first two resolutions were passed as a response to the missile tests of 2006 and 2009, 

and the third resolution was passed as a response to the successful launching of a satellite into 

space. The fourth is a response to the nuclear tests of 2013 and the most recent resolution 

addresses the nuclear and satellite test earlier this year. Resolution 1718 aimed to prohibit North 
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Korea from further developing its nuclear and satellite programs and to cease the launching of 

ballistic missiles. The sanctions of this resolution were set to freeze assets and establish a travel 

ban on persons involved in the DPRK’s nuclear program. The sanctions also imposed a ban on 

“battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles, large caliber artillery systems, combat aircraft, attack 

helicopters, warships, missiles or missile systems.” The resolution encourages the DPRK to 

return to the negotiating table regarding their nuclear program, as they have not returned to the 

Six Party Talks.  

Resolution 1874 was passed due to the fact that the DPRK directly violated the preceding 

resolution. This resolution is essentially an extension of the previous one, however it strengthens 

and alters the sanctions imposed. For example, the resolution set a ban on the import and export 

of all weapons, and all nations must communicate with and gain approval from the Security 

Council before selling weapons to North Korea.  

Resolution 2087 was passed in 2013 once North Korea, once again, violated the previous 

resolution, as they further developed technology pertaining to their nuclear and ballistic weapons 

program. This resolution condemned North Korea’s lack of compliance with the previous 

resolutions and also reiterated a member state’s right to destroy material to or from North Korea 

if suspected of being used for weapon research or development.  

Resolution 2094 was passed with the intent of hindering the progress of ballistic and 

nuclear programs involving Iran through sanctions. These sanctions are defined to block cash 

transfers, illicit activities, and ties to international banks to prevent DPRK from receiving any 

amount of financial transfer to further develop their nuclear facilities.  
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The fifth and final resolution, Resolution 2270, again condemns North Korea for failing 

to comply with the previous resolutions, seeing as they released an additional satellite and 

missile. The sanctions of this resolution are a multilateral attempt to impose limits on North 

Korean banking entities within and out of the country. It also enhances security measures by 

requiring inspections on all cargo travelling to and from North Korea. Seen by the passing of 

new resolutions approximately every year, these resolutions have been ineffective in halting 

North Korea’s nuclear program, as well as addressing the human right violations within the 

country. 

The World Food Programme (WFP) and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 

have played pivotal roles with the humanitarian aid in North Korea. For example, the WFP has 

provided 68% of the North Korean population with food rations in addition to continuously 

providing the country with care packages. The FAO has donated drought resistant seeds to the 

nation’s population and helped rebuild the infrastructure necessary to sustain a successful 

harvest. Both groups have cooperated to offer aid through care packages, food rations, potable 

water, agricultural seeds and much more. To tackle the multiple issues plaguing North Korea, the 

UN Security Council must develop multi-faceted solutions to cover each aspect of each issue. 
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Questions to Consider: 

1. How has your country reacted to the current crises in North Korea? Is your country 

affected by the Security Council Sanctions? 

2. Does your country possess nuclear energy and or nuclear weapons? If so have you 

ratified the Non-Proliferation Treaty and are you in compliance with the IAEA? 

3. What can and should the United Nations Security Council do to tackle each individual 

issue within the DRPK, and how can you ensure compliance? 

4. What relationship does your country have with North Korea and permanent members of 

the Security Council? 

5. How can you implement your solutions within the nation without infringing upon their 

sovereignty? 

 


