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Armenia and Azerbaijan 

Topic Background: 

The conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan is a territorial dispute over the Nagorno-

Karabakh region. While the Nagorno-Karabakh dispute began decades ago in 1988, it still 

remains a prominent issue today. In recent years tensions have escalated dramatically, putting 

Armenia and Azerbaijan at risk of a large-scale conflict. In fact, in April 2016 there was an 

outbreak of conflict known as the Four-Day War. This conflict led to the death of  60 soldiers 

during skirmishes between the Nagorno-Karabakh Defense Army and the Armenian Armed 

Forces. The government of Azerbaijan has claimed the region of Nagorno-Karabakh, while the 

Nagorno-Karabakh Republic seeks to gain control of their land and create a sovereign state 

The conflict originated from the separation of the Soviet Union which led to the self-

determination of various ethnic lands. In 1988, the Nagorno-Karabakh region wanted originally 

to be a part of the Armenian government. However, due to the large population of ethnic Azeris 

there was an exodus to Azerbaijan, causing 26 Armenian deaths and 6 Azeri deaths. 

This conflict is also derived from the religious and the ethnic differences between the 

regions that have caused tensions to elevate. The Armenian Christians and the Azeris Muslims 

have historically been enemies and have had many incursions against each other. Due to the 

strife, there was a large escalation within nationalist fronts but this was subdued through the 

former Soviet and Iranian authorities. Despite efforts, interethnic violence continued, causing for 

several hundred Azeri nationalists to be killed. After a string of political unrest within Moscow 

and Azerbaijan, the leadership of Nagorno-Karabakh declared independence, causing for even 

more violence. These actions amounted into political unrest and a full-scale war in the Karabakh 
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region. Due to an invasion by the Karabakh people to create a link to Armenia, the Armenian 

government launched an offensive into Azerbaijani territory. 

Through negotiation, Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Nagorno-Karabakh created a ceasefire in 

1994 in which ethnic Armenians would maintain in Karabakh and some Azerbaijani territory 

surrounding it. With over 7,000 violations of the peace agreement, the 2016 breakouts have been 

the worse since the conflict ended in 1994. From 1994 and 2016, multiple attacks did occur such 

as those in August of 2010, when clashes had to involve paramilitary groups and left the region 

with great tensions. 

The April 2016 Four-Day War within the Nagorno-Karabakh region resulted in at 

least  90 Armenians killed with over 124 wounded, as well as 31 Azerbaijanis killed with 39 

wounded. The conflict led to fighting for four days in the beginning of April 2016 and later led 

to a ceasefire by April 5th. During negotiations, both sides accused the other of violations, citing 

the cities of Fuzuli, Khojavend, Agdam, Tartar, and Aghdara as all regions where rights of 

citizens were violated. 

On April 5th, the Azerbaijani Ministry of Defense stated that the Armenian forces were 

already violating the ceasefire by shelling Tap Qaraqoyunlu with mortars. Due to this ceasefire 

violation caused by the Armenian forces, on April 8th the two sides engaged in artillery fire but 

due to the amassing number of civilian casualties the International Committee of the Red Cross 

was able to make a temporary ceasefire in order to collect dead and missing soldiers. However, 

the fighting resumed on April 14th with reports of Azeri soldiers being killed by Armenian forces. 

This led to skirmishes across the borders throughout April leading till the 21st with the last known 

death of a Nagorno-Karabakh soldier. 



 
  

   
 

3 
 

EHSMUN Novice 
January 21, 2017 SC#6 

There has also been a large number of accusations regarding inhumane treatment of 

civilians and soldiers, including the decapitation of an Armenian soldier on April 4th, 2016. The 

accusations also have been photographed, including the severing of ears and souvenir photos 

with severed heads. These images evoke the actions which occurred during the conflict that 

ended in 1994, creating a sense of international worry over the 2016 situation. With the 

dangerous interplay between historical and ethnic claims, the United Nations needs to step in as a 

means to prevent the displacement of thousands of people. 

UN Involvement: 

The United Nations has continuously expressed concern about the situation due to the 

alarming tensions and the precedent of roughly 30,000 deaths before the ceasefire that occurred 

in 1994. 

During the original conflict from 1988-1994, the UN Security Council drafted and 

ratified Resolution 822, which called for the end to all hostilities in occupied areas of Azerbaijan, 

Resolution 853, which called for the withdrawal of Armenian troops, Resolution 874, which 

called for the continued use of a ceasefire, and Resolution 884, which condemned the hostilities 

in the Nagorny Karabakh region (all of which are from 1993). 

In more recent times, a statement released by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

Azerbaijan estimated that approximately 800,000 citizens of Azerbaijan were forced to flee due 

to the Armenian occupation of the Nagorno-Karabakh region. The United Nations, due to the 

influx of humanitarian issues, has drafted resolutions which have stated countless times that the 

Nagorno-Karabakh region is rightfully under Azerbaijani territory. Despite the political influence 

and impact of these resolutions, the government in Armenia has largely ignored the resolutions. 
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Due to the inclusiveness, diversity, culture and diverging visions between the two countries, it is 

difficult for the UN to become involved. Despite the lack of action from the UN, the United 

States has pumped $10 billion into the oil industry in Azerbaijan, which has greatly helped their 

economy. In addition to this, Russia has also given 200 million in economic loans to Armenia. 

This interplay between the United States and Russia creates another dynamic that prevents the 

UN from becoming involved. The last document that the United Nations was able to pass 

through the United Nations General Assembly was Resolution 6/423, discussing the occupied 

territories of Azerbaijan. This resolution, though largely symbolic, shows the increased efforts of 

the United Nations to pursue a peaceful solution to this issue. 

Questions to Consider: 

1. What is the role of the United Nations? Should the UN be more involved in the 

humanitarian or the military aspect of the problem? 

2. Should the international community continue to follow the 1944 cease-fire? 

3. How could further outbreaks of violence in the Nagorno-Karabakh region be prevented? 

4. What should be done regarding war crimes? 
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