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Conflict in Ukraine 

Background: 

Since February of 2014, violent protests have been breaking out in the country of Ukraine on 

the basis of joining Russia or staying as a separate state.  The two opposing sides have been in a 

constant battle since then by obtaining military grade weapons.  The Russian Federation has been 

trying to annex Crimea by taking military measures however the Ukrainian government is 

fighting back.  There are two sides to this conflict: the Pro-Russian separatists and the Pro-

EU.  These opposing opinions have been responsible for nearly 8,000 deaths from civilians, Pro-

Russian and Pro-EU protesters, and soldiers.   

In 2013, Viktor Yanukovych, the president of Ukraine at the time, had an arrangement deal 

with the European Union to get Ukraine out of a severe economic crisis.  Rather than doing as he 

was expected to, he sought help from the Russia in order to receive a 15bn dollar loan and cuts of 

gas prices for his country.  The deal in which Yanukovych accepted caused violent protests in 

the Western regions of Ukraine, and support from the Eastern regions of Ukraine.  In the city of 

Kiev, more protests emerged to join the European Union turned violent with dozens of protesters 

killed.  In February of 2014, Yanukovych fled Ukraine, and soon enough Russian troops began 

to enter Crimea, the port city bordering Russia.  Thousands of Russian troops occupied the 

region and the government makes an informal claim on the territory of Crimea.  The Russian 

Federation still occupies Crimea and still believes that they annexed Crimea legally.  Currently, 

the East is siding with Russia in support of separating the region to join Russia.  Though Russian 

troops are invading the country, the government of Ukraine is fighting back in order to keep their 

sovereignty.   
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The United States and the European Union have been sanctioning the Russian Federation due 

to this unnecessary invasion within the countries.  The Pro-Russian separatists have additionally 

joined Russia’s side in order to fight with military force.  In July of 2014, separatists shot down 

an aircraft carrying 283 passengers that flew over Ukraine.  This shows that they are willing to 

intervene and interfere with innocent civilians in order to get what they want.  The reason why 

Russia and the European Union want Ukraine is because the country has precious gas lines, 

which can greatly stimulate economic power within a region.  There have been many invasions 

made by Russia and the rebels.  For example, the Pro-Russian Separatists have invaded 

government buildings in the city of Kiev.  Putin has been invading Ukrainian gas rigs and has 

been ultimately taking control of Ukraine ever since they have started invading.  The government 

of Ukraine is slightly leaning to declaring war against Russia since they have been constantly 

invading key cities such as Crimea.  This issue will then have to depend on the international 

community in order to solve this issue.   

United Nations Involvement:  

The United Nations has been taking an active role on the dire situation in Ukraine.   The first 

Security Council meeting took place in February of 2014, just after the protests in Kiev 

began.  The Security Council has been constantly meeting in order to fix the disagreements held 

by Ukraine and Russia.  They believe that the annexation of Crimea by the Russian Federation 

was illegal and unnecessary.   

The European Union imposed sanctions in March of 2014 on Russia in order to deescalate 

the situation in the country.  The EU firmly believes that each country has the decision and 

power to govern and make decisions for themselves and they think that Russia is being unfair to 
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the government of Ukraine.  They have strongly condemned the actions posed by Russia by 

imposing “travel bans” and “asset freezes” or visa bans for each individual person in the Russian 

government.  Later they enforced economic sanctions against Russia.  Currently in July of 2016, 

the European Union is supposed to reassess their sanctions implemented previously and is 

planning to re-impose the sanctions again since the situation in Ukraine is still urgent.   

The United Nations has passed various resolutions in order to combat the conflict.  The 

General Assembly adopted A/Res/68/262 in March of 2014 in order to address the territorial 

integrity of Ukraine.  The Resolution is trying to get more countries to participate in defending 

Ukraine from Russia by calling member states to refrain from any forceful use in extending 

borders.  The resolution is a great starting point by recognizing and advising countries to 

participate.  Though this was a key first step in de escalating the situation, it evidently has not 

worked since Russia is still controlling the Crimean Peninsula.  The Security Council drafted 

Resolution 2166 in 2014 to cease all firearms in Ukraine.  This resolution was drafted following 

the Malaysia Airlines crash that occurred and calls for both sides to cease their 

fire.  Additionally, the resolution is aiming to conduct studies and investigate on what exactly in 

the crash.  The studies were inconclusive, and the cease-fire agreement was never reached.   

Since these two resolutions that were put into place never worked, it is evident that Russia is 

not working coherently with other member states in the United Nations.  This shows how dire 

the situation is in Ukraine due to the fact that Russia is not listening to any type of governing 

body.  The reason why the international community should be expecting the renewal of 

economic sanctions coming up this July is because of Russia’s stubborn policy on this matter.   
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Questions to Consider: 

1. What is your country’s policy? Whose side are they supporting?  

2. Has your country actively done anything to enhance or help either side? If so, how are 

they doing this? 

3. Is there a way for your country to satisfy the needs of the Ukrainian people, the Pro-

Russian Separatists, and the Russian Government without enhancing or encouraging war? 

4. If your country is neutral on this topic, are there any fluctuations in your policy in order 

to take a side and effectively come up with a solution?  

Points to Remember: 

 Include statistics and facts in your position paper/speeches to back up what you say! 

 Try to come up with an effective and feasible solution that can possibly satisfy all sides 

of the issue, make it unique and your own 
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