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Iraq 

Background: 

The situation in Iraq has been ongoing since the end of the 1980s war with Iran. Saddam 

Hussein was in power from July 16, 1979 to April 9, 2003. In his time of dictatorship the 

economy and stability went down in the country. This was only exasperated by the Persian Gulf 

War, when Hussein ordered the occupation of Kuwait in 1990s, frightening neighbors Saudi 

Arabia and Egypt. Hussein refused to leave the area and the forces of the United States and 

United Kingdom started to bombard with their forces, starting with the well known US attack 

named “Desert Storm” in 1991. Iraq’s forces fled after 42 days of attack, releasing the 

occupation of Kuwait but not solving the problem of Hussein. 

    After the 9/11 attacks in 2001, President Bush attempted to link the blame of Al Qaeda with 

Iraq in an attempt to incriminate and provide reasons to attack. There was no true evidence to 

suggest the fact they had worked together on the attack and more evidence to the contrary that 

they would not work together, if only due to their conflicting and opposing philosophies. The 

United States finally got their war in Iraq in 2003 when US and UK forces invaded on the 

pretenses that Iraq had “weapons of mass destruction”, often criticized for being false and flawed 

in their reasoning with circumstantial evidence that were never proven. In the final report 

released ten years after the invasion, it was found that there weren’t any new items of mass 

destruction in Al Qaeda, only some old chemical weapons that had been abandoned.  

    After the ending of Saddam Hussein’s dictatorship, the United States took occupation in Iraq 

with the “goal” of helping to rebuild the country. However, the reconstruction of the country had 

failed, resulting in the further deterioration of the country and the struggle for power. The first 
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area in which the United States had failed was in the destruction of a bridge carrying 15 pipelines 

filled with oil and gas during an attack in 2003. It was made a top priority in reconstruction 

process however they failed to reconstruct the pipes and just buried them costing five times more 

than the five million it would have taken to repair the pipelines. There had been reports saying 

that the soil had too much sand to be able to complete the goal, yet they proceeded to waste 

millions of dollars to try and bury the pipes with little to no headway. This is only one example 

of what Iraqi’s largely believed to be an unsuccessful and wasteful misspending of over 60 

million dollars allocated for rebuilding. In fact after the US had left it brought even more 

corruption and spread the money-laundering found in the country, and even in 2011 only one 

sixth of citizens had access to clean water for more than two hours a day and had an average of 

7.6 hours of electricity in a day.  

    The Islamic State in Iraq and Levant (ISIL) is a terrorist group that is currently terrorizing the 

Middle East and arose out of the mistakes in the reconstruction of Iraq. The group has a more 

popular name of ISIS however it changed the name after the occupation of Syria in 2011 and was 

able to find shelter and weapons with relative ease do to the corruption and problems in that 

country as well. The group was formed by Sunni militants creation of an Al Qaeda group in Iraq 

after the end of the invasion of 2003. The death toll has been extreme and hard to measure due to 

the inaccessibility of areas, however the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights reported that 

more than 80,000 people had been killed since March of 2011, yet warned that it is only an 

estimate and there could be 70,000 more deaths in this time span.  

    Iraq has a corrupt and inefficient government and military, the fighting of rebel groups, and 

little to no basic resources as food, shelter, electricity and safety. It is the responsibility of the 
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international community to take a hand in solving the problem, especially since it's partly their 

fault for creating the problem in the first place. 

United Nations Involvement: 

    The United Nations has changed its stance of war in Iraq through the years. In the Persian Gulf 

war there was major international support for assisting the Kuwaits, with neighbor countries of 

Saudi Arabia and Egypt begging for assistance, afraid that they would be next. The United 

Nation’s Security Council on November 2, 1990, sanctioned that countries would be allowed to 

use whatever force they deemed necessary as Iraq would not leave Kuwait. The United States 

was able to destroy the forces with Operation Desert Storm using a variety of technology like 

bombs with laser-guidance and night operation.  

    In 2002, President Bush had garnered support for a United Nations Resolution to re enter Iraq 

to make sure there were no weapons of mass destruction. This was approved and when they 

entered the UN was satisfied while the United States and United Kingdom weren’t. So when the 

US and UK entered in 2003 they did it without United Nation’s support. Yet when the US and 

UK were successful in taking Saddam Hussein out of power, they faced international disapproval 

so succeeded into getting the United Nations to create a body in Iraq, even though they were 

extremely hesitant to seem to show any support for their actions, to assist in the rebuilding that 

the US was happily the main country in charge. So two months after the end of the war, in 

resolution SRES/1483, the Secretary General created a Special Representative specifically for 

Iraq. Unfortunately on August 19, 2003 in Baghdad, a bomb went off that killed the Special 

Representative and 15 other United Nations employees. This caused them to pull out of the Iraq 

area, till the United Nations pressured in February of 2004 to return to help create a government 
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till the country was stable and declined helping with the elections due to wanting to keep their 

assistance to a minimum.  

    The United Nations however is very supportive of stopping the terrorist cell, especially after 

the November 2015 attacks in Paris. In a unanimous vote, SRES/2249 was passed for the 

purpose of condemning ISIL and driving for international support to stop the threat that was 

rapidly spreading to other parts of the world, especially the western world. Even with 

international support and some successes in pushing ISIL back they are still far from being 

defeated, with the monetary support and with their recruitment still very high. The United 

Nations still has a lot to do before fixing the situation of ISIL, which is limiting Iraq from being 

able to fix and receive help for the other problems in its countries. 

 

Questions to Consider: 

1. Where did the reconstruction plan go wrong in the past? How can we make sure that 

those same problems don’t happen in the future? 

2. How should the international community handle ISIL? What can countries do to be more 

effective when fighting the terrorist cell? 

3. Since the United States has played a role in being a part of the problem, should they also 

be apart of the solution or should just stay out and let other countries handle it? 

4. How do we fix the government, military,  and humanitarian rights in the short and long 

term? 
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