
Crisis in Libya Topic Synopsis 

Background 

In 1969 the Libyan government under Idris I was overthrown by the Libyan Arab 

Republic, led by Muammar Qaddafi. Qaddafi ruled as chairman of the newly formed Republic 

until 1977, when he became the “brotherly leader,” or in reality the dictator of Libya, of the 

Great Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya until 2011. Although Qaddafi was a dictator 

and his actions violated the human rights of Libyan citizens, the government was stable and the 

Libyan economy grew. In 2010 at the end of his rule, Libya’s Gross Domestic Profit was $74.76 

billion USD. Libya was economically stable, with growing industries that provided Libyans with 

jobs and the necessities of life such as food and water. Libya’s main industry was its booming oil 

exporting industry, in which Libya exported 1.6 million barrels of oil per day in 2011. However, 

in 2011 president Qaddafi was killed and the government collapsed. After a chaotic period of of 

new governments struggling for power would ensue. Three initial governments formed: the 

National Transitional Council (NTC), a temporary government supposed to transform Libya into 

a democratic state, the Government of National Salvation (GNS), a parliament in Tripoli, and the 

Tobruk Parliament. These governments were formed by individual militia and political party 

groups, each with a different vision of a united Libya. In 2012 the NTC was reformed as the 

General National Congress (GNC) and as of 2016 is now officially supported by the UN. The 

GNC is a democratic government elected by the NTC that has extended its scope and now has 

legislative authority over Libya. After the UN endorsement, the GNS dissolved by ceasing all 

duties and transferring their land, supporters, and funds to the GNC. This allowed the GNC to 

grow in scope and in support in Libya, allowing for the government to have more influence. 



However, the Tobruk Parliament still remains in power and rejects the GNC. These conflicting 

governments fighting for power have led to a weak Libyan political sector, with no government 

able to unite Libya and strengthen the economic sector. Libyans are confused on which 

government to support, with the two current governments controlling to separate regions within 

Libya. Northern Libyans support the Tobruk parliament, and Southern Libyans support the GNC. 

Libya is desperately in need of a strong government system that all Libyans can support and a 

government that can support its citizens. The most pertinent issue in Libya is the lack of stable 

government. Without a government, Libyans are divided between the GNC and the Tobruk 

Parliament. Resources are split between the governments, making it difficult to provide the 

civilians with the necessary materials and the protection they need, leading to humanitarian 

rights issues. Civilians are in need of food, water, and shelter, as millions are internally displaced 

with no sources of these necessary resources. The new government(s) must be able to provide for 

these starving and endangered citizens. 

During this unstructured period, militia and terrorist activity have increased dramatically, 

increasing the danger in the area and further damaging the Libyan economy. In the time from 

2011 to 2016, there have been thousands of casualties and murders and thefts have increased 

significantly, mostly as a result of the creation of independent militia groups. Also, Libyan 

civilians have been internally displaced and millions more are refugees having fled the nation, 

most going across the Mediterranean. In 2016, Libya’s oil exports reached an all time low. This 

dramatic decrease in oil production is largely due to the occupation of Libyan oil fields by 

terrorist groups such as ISIS and independent militia groups. From 2015 to 2016, ISIS forces in 

Libya have doubled, reaching an all time high. Attacks on Libyan civilians has also increased in 



frequency, with the most recent attack being in January 2016, carried out by the Islamic State 

militia group in the oil town of Ras Lanuf. Recently, the United States has helped combat 

terrorism in Libya. In January 2017 the US conducted an airstrike on an ISIS camp in Libya, 

helping to recover Libyan oil fields from terrorist occupation, boosting the economy significantly 

in 2017. It is pertinent for Libya to regain a strong political system and create a stable economy 

to ensure the future prosperity of the nation and the well-being a Libyan civilians. The 

government must be able to provide humanitarian and medical aid to its civilians and rebuild the 

once thriving Libyan economy by reclaiming oil fields, while also combating terrorism within 

the region. This does not necessarily entail the establishment of one central government but 

could also lead to the separation of Libya into multiple regions. Terrorism in the region must be 

combated through government and international support in order to ensure the safety of the 

Libyan people and to ensure the return of control over Libyan oil fields. The Libyan people must 

also gain access to much needed food, water, and medicine that they do not currently have. 

UN Involvement 

Immediately after the fall of the Qaddafi government, the UN Security Council enacted 

strict regulations over Libya. A ceasefire was created to ensure the safety of civilians and ease 

tensions between the conflicting rebel militias and opposing governments, a no-fly zone was 

established to further increase safety and prohibit any attacks, and the arms embargo on Libya 

was strengthened to ensure no terrorist or militia groups were able to obtain weapons. As a 

result, civilian casualties and attacks on civilians have been reduced greatly. The UN has the goal 

of ensuring peace between the opposing governments and militias while protecting the Libyan 

civilians. There have been many programs to deliver humanitarian aid to these internally 



displaced persons, many airdropping supplies to rural communities of Libyans lacking food and 

water such as the UNICEF Libyan Humanitarian Action for Children and the WHO Libyan 

Humanitarian Response Plan programs. The international community has greatly increased the 

amount of support for the Libyan civilians, with millions of dollars of humanitarian resources 

being donated to Libya each year. Later in 2011, the UN Security Council passed Resolution 

2009, which created the UN Support Mission in Libya (UNSMIL). This mission was created 

with the goals of enforcing public safety, building a democratic Libyan government, and 

strengthening the economy. The GNC is this democratic government and the UNSMIL program 

works closely to the government, trying to help it gain more power and influence in Libya. The 

UNSMIL program was granted $69,430,700 to stabilize Libya initially, however, it has since 

been extended. The UNSMIL program has had limited success in Libya, meeting some goals but 

failing to achieve others because of the vast number of internally displaced persons and refugees 

fleeing the nation. In 2015, the UN Security Council passed Resolution 2214, focusing on 

counter-terrorism efforts in Libya. In response to the increased number of terrorist troops and the 

spread of terrorist controlled land, the UN decided to increase military support to the 

Government of the National Congress (GNC) and start to counter the financing of Libyan 

terrorists. The GNC was and still is officially supported by the UN as the national government of 

Libya and therefore receives military support in the form of personnel and funding from the UN 

and member nations. The UN also has been working with the GNC to establish all the areas of 

the government including public aid programs, safety and law protecting services, and a stable 

economy. Resolution 2214 has been essential in the support to end terrorist occupation of Libya 

and to recover the stolen oil and oil fields that the Libyan economy depends upon, such as the 



reclaiming of the Sharara oil field from terrorist forces. The UNSMIL program has also been 

working with this resolution and the GNC in its counterterrorism efforts and its establishment of 

the official central government of Libya. The international community as a whole, but 

specifically the US and the neighboring countries of Algeria and Egypt, has shown support to the 

UNSMIL program and the GNC, donating aid and people to help in the UNSMIL program, all 

working to securely establish the GNC government and the concording sectors for public safety 

and aid. Also, the UN has been working alongside the African Union and the Arab League, 

creating solutions that agree with all the surrounding nations and the policies of the region. These 

bodies have also aided Libyan civilians and refugees as well as provide military support to the 

GNC. The involvement and cooperation of the nations surrounding Libya including Algeria, 

Niger, Chad, Sudan, and Egypt, is vital for the future success of the Libyan government. 

Surrounding nations have the ability to help recover terrorist occupied Libyan land, distribute 

humanitarian aid to remote locations, and establish new economic trade with Libya once the 

government is established. The future of the Libyan government, people, and economy all 

depend on international support.  

 

Questions to Consider 

1. In what ways can the international community aid in the creation of a strong Libyan 

political and economic system? 

2. How will a Libyan government(s) be established? Specifically which type of government, 

the power of this government, the election process of this government and its officials, 

and the acceptance of the government(s) by all? 



3. What can Libya and the international community do to establish a strong Libyan 

economy? 

4. How should terrorism be eliminated in the region and what role should the new 

government play in the elimination of terrorism? 
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