
DPRK 

I. Background: 

The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK aka North Korea) is one of 

the most hostile and unpredictable countries in history.  The conflicts began at the end of 

the Korean War.  After Korea was divided between the communist north and republic 

south, the DPRK continued to grow and become a communist nation.  Disputes rose 

again once the DPRK signed the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) in 1985, which supports 

peaceful uses of nuclear technology and prohibits the use of nuclear weapons.  However, 

the DPRK refused to allow IAEA perform inspections on their nuclear facilities and 

nuclear waste sites.  Things suddenly changed when the DPRK decided to withdraw from 

the NPT in 1993.  The DPRK did not approve of allowing the IAEA to perform 

inspections on their nuclear waste sites.  They believed that the IAEA was violating their 

country’s sovereignty and that the IAEA did not have the right to perform inspections.  

The global community became very concerned in October 2002 when they 

discovered that the DPRK had a program to continue developing nuclear weapons.  This 

showed that the DPRK was going against the NPT and not willing to cooperate with the 

United Nations, the IAEA, or any other organization.  Since 2002, the DPRK has 

increased their nuclear programs and continued research to develop nuclear weapons.  In 

October 2006, the DPRK conducted its first nuclear test, however the results did not 

exceed North Korea’s expectations (it is believed DPRK was aiming for an explosive 

yield of four kilotons, however the test only had a yield of one kiloton).  For the next 

three years,  the United States, DPRK, and the IAEA made agreements for the DPRK to 



shut down all nuclear facilities and rejoin the NPT.  Yet the DPRK repeatedly failed to 

meet deadlines and IAEA’s standards (most likely to avoid being suspected of conducting 

research on nuclear weapons), and eventually started reusing their nuclear facilities.  In 

May 2009, the DPRK performed their second nuclear test, which had more success by 

yielding about 4 kilotons.  There third nuclear test was done in February 2013, declaring 

the success of a tiny atomic bomb that produced an earthquake magnitude of 5.1.  The 

DPRK’s fifth and most recent known test in September 2016 allegedly showed that the 

DPRK has the technology to launch a warhead for retaliation purposes.  The DPRK is 

continuing to advance their nuclear programs and test nuclear weapons, which is putting 

every nation at risk.  

Besides the nuclear weapons crisis, the DPRK suffers from many other social and 

economic problems that affect the nation, such as the human rights crisis.  The citizens of 

North Korea do not have the basic human rights that all human beings are entitled to. 

According to the UN Commission of Inquiry, 80,000 to 120,000 North Korean citizens 

are residing in prison camps.  They are being subject to human trafficking, forced labor, 

and/ or sexual exploitation.  Within these camps, forty percent of prisoners die from 

starvation or from being overworked in poor working conditions.  Citizens often witness 

public executions in the streets.  About 12 million citizens, around half of the total 

population, live in extreme poverty and are starving.  Kim Jong-Un’s government censors 

all of the media that the citizens are able to receive, such as television, radio, and internet. 

They ensure that they can only access government advised stations and that everything 

they read is in support of the North Korean government.  Nobody in this nation has 



freedom of speech, freedom of religion, or basic living necessities (such as adequate food 

supply, toilets, electricity, etc.).  Seventy percent of the population does not have an 

adequate supply of food.  Even if North Korean citizens flee the nation, they usually end 

up being exploited by people in China or get sent back to the DPRK where they face 

extreme punishment.  

The DPRK also faces economic hardships.  First, the North Korean government 

owns most of the property within its borders.  The biggest reason for the DPRK’s failing 

economy is that the government spends an average of forty percent of their total money 

on their military and nuclear programs for defense purposes.  Since the DPRK spends 

more money on their military, they spend less money on the rights of their citizens. 

Citizens of North Korea have poor living conditions because the government does not 

direct any funding towards the citizens.  They also do not spend money on 

food/agriculture, which is why many citizens are malnourished and die from starvation. 

As of 2011, the nation’s GDP per capita is $1,800 per person, which means their average 

economic growth is less than one percent.  If the DPRK’s economy continues without 

change, the citizens will face even more hardships and the nation as a whole will 

collapse.  The DPRK has overall struggles with maintaining its nuclear programs and 

funding its military while supporting their citizens and increasing economic growth.  If 

these trends continue,  

II. UN Involvement: 

In the last decade, the UN has placed sanctions on the DPRK to punish them for 

furthering their nuclear programs and supporting nuclear weapons.  Placing these 



sanctions are supposed to cut off the DPRK from any supplies, and therefore make them 

want to cooperate to regain these supplies.  However, it has only made the North Korean 

government more isolated and secretive from the rest of the global community.  The UN 

has tried to encourage the DPRK to rejoin the Six-Party Talks, which is a series of 

meetings involving China, Russia, Japan, the United States, South Korea, and the DPRK 

created to achieve the termination of the DPRK’s nuclear program.  The UN wants to 

discuss possible disarmament of nuclear weapons, however the DPRK refuses to attend 

these discussions while other countries (the United States) continue their nuclear 

programs.  Especially after the DPRK’s second nuclear test in May 2009, the UN and 

IAEA passed Resolution 1874 to increase sanctions on trade with the DPRK.  All cargo 

sent from the DPRK to other nations will be inspected and the resolution demanded the 

DPRK rejoin the NPT.  However, this resolution has not successfully forced the DPRK to 

discontinue their nuclear weapons programs, mostly because the DPRK is still unwilling 

to cooperate.  

In 2014, the UN Commission of Inquiry (COI) did a report on the human rights of 

North Korean citizens.  They discovered that a high majority of the citizens were treated 

poorly, for example many citizens witness public executions, are wrongly sent to prison 

camps, and experience forms sexual violence.  The COI has decided to find ways to hold 

the government of the DPRK accountable for depriving the citizens of their human rights. 

They hope by bringing the DPRK government to court and making them responsible for 

crimes against humanity that they will change their ways and decide to support the 



citizens and give them proper living conditions, even though the DPRK frequently avoids 

international meetings and is adamant about continuing their nuclear weapons program. 

III. Questions to Consider: 

1. What are the specific reasons the DPRK wants to continue their nuclear programs 

and how can they be dealt with? 

2. How is the global community able to compromise with the DPRK on their nuclear 

programs without infringing on their sovereignty? 

3. Why are sanctions being placed on the DPRK ineffective and not resolving the 

overall issue? 

4. What are some ways we can help the DPRK improve the living conditions for 

their citizens? 

5. How will the DPRK deal with the food crisis, since many nations/organizations 

have stopped providing food supply to the nation due to hostilities and threats? 

6. How can international orders (sanctions, etc.) be enforced? 
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