
 

Iran Inspections 

Background 

Under the “Atoms for Peace” initiative of the International Atomic Energy Agency 

established in 1957, Iran was able to obtain nuclear reactors and establish their own nuclear 

program.  This initiative supports nations with nuclear technology as long as they are in 

compliance with the parameters of the project, which is the promotion of “the safe, secure and 

peaceful use of nuclear technologies.”  The United States as well as Western European 

governments, assisted Iran with their entire nuclear program up until 1979.  Iran has ratified 

treaties such as the Convention on Biological Weapons, the Convention on Chemical Weapons, 

as well as the Non-Proliferation Treaty which subjects them to searches from the IAEA.  Despite 

Iran making the commitment to the Atoms for Peace initiative and these treaties, they have 

reports of undocumented nuclear facilities, and have been suspected of deriving a nuclear 

weapon which violates these treaties and the initiative of the IAEA.  Between 2002 and 2003 two 

unrecorded nuclear facilities were discovered in Iran, and later the government admitted they 

were using these facilities to cultivate highly enriched uranium(HEU).  Iran agreed to cease the 

conversion of highly enriched uranium that same year, however in 2006 they began enriching 

uranium once again, and by 2010 they had enriched it to 20%. 

The lack of transparency with the IAEA, as well as world superpowers has caused great 

tension and pressure in the international community, therefore causing many nations such as the 

United States, Germany, and Great Britain to impose sanctions. These sanctions restrict Iran’s 

ability to participate in the global economy, especially with their oil industry, therefore their 

individual economy is inhibited.  However, the recent lack of transparency and growing fear in 



 

the international community has caused the United States, Russia, Great Britain, Germany, 

France and China to intervene.  The P5+1 countries held a meeting with Iran in which they met a 

consensus with the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action(JCPOA).  Essentially this plan will 

cause Iran to decrease their nuclear capacity as long as the P5+1 countries remove the sanctions 

they have imposed on Iran.  With this Iran will be able to participate in the global economy with 

their oil, which is equivalent to writing Iran a $150 billion dollar check.  Iran also has to reduce 

their 20,000 gas centrifuges to 5,000, however they will still be able to enrich uranium as long as 

it is for peaceful means under the Atoms for Peace program. Iran’s current HEU stockpile is over 

10,000 kg, however with this plan of action they will have to reduce it by 97%.  Iran will also 

have to comply with regularly inspections from the IAEA, which have not had success in the 

past.  In the past Iran has either denied access into their nuclear facilities or simply skew the 

evidence of their true intentions. For example, in 2012 Tehran refused to allow IAEA inspectors 

into the Parchin weapons development complex, one of the largest facilities in Iran.  As Iran 

complies with each requirement set forth, the P5+1 nations will remove sanctions allowing them 

to sell their oil and participate in international trade, which is a mutual benefit for both parties. 

Despite this agreement, many countries within the international community including the United 

States fear that Iran’s nuclear capability is still too high and feel the agreement should be 

intensified to ensure international peace, however Iran will not comply with more than the 

JCPOA. The main issue at hand is that Iran is still capable of producing enriched uranium and 

still has access to their nuclear reactors, leaving potential for a nuclear weapon.  This possibility 

poses a huge threat to the safety of the international community, and a close eye must be kept on 

the Iranians to prevent the development of a nuclear weapon. 



 

  

 

II. UN Involvement 

The United Nations has had a significant role as a mediator regarding the nuclear 

situation in Iran. For years the United Nations has made several attempts to inspect the nuclear 

programs throughout Iran, however this has not been successful because Iran stonewalls the 

inspectors.  Each time this has occurred, Iran claimed that they were using their facilities for 

peaceful means under the Atoms for Peace program, but this was greatly interfering with the 

P5+1 nations to forge a nuclear agreement. However, in July of 2015 the UN Security Council 

passed Resolution 2231 which establishes a monitoring program over Iran’s nuclear facilities 

through the IAEA, and eventually considering a possible removal of sanctions relating to the 

nuclear conflict, if they meet the full requirements.  This resolution was ultimately mimicking 

the JCPOA by incorporating the parameters of the agreement.  With the unanimous passing of 

this resolution, the UN was fully endorsing the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Agreement set forth 

by the global superpowers.  The resolution creates a framework to facilitate the action plans 

implementation, allowing all states to carry out their portion of the agreement.  The JCPOA has 

firm support from countries such as the United States however countries such as Japan feel that 

Iran’s nuclear capabilities have not been completely terminated. The resolution also grants that 

the IAEA will oversee the agreement, ensuring that Iran will comply with the commitments 

made. The IAEA is set to carry out regular inspections to verify Iran’s transparency within their 

nuclear facilities, and ensure they are complying with the JCPOA and the Atoms for Peace 

Program.  If Iran fails to comply with the requirements set forth or does not permit the 



 

inspections, the United Nations as well as the P5+1 nations will be able to re-impose their 

sanctions.  As of January 2016, Iran has accomplished many of the requirements set forth by the 

agreement, but still must continue these until the end of the deal. They have shipped nearly 

25,000 pounds of their enriched uranium, dismantled 2/3 of their centrifuges, and has become 

more cooperative. The JCPOA is set to expire after 10 years of its adoption, raising questions of 

the future of Iran following the expiration. The United Nations has passed multiple resolutions 

such as A/RES/70/51 which discusses the importance of continuing with nuclear disarmament 

commitments.  As well as A/RES/69/30 which discusses the conclusion of threats for the use of 

nuclear weapons.  The United Nations also has the Office for Disarmament affairs, Disarmament 

Commission, and the Conference on Disarmament, which play key roles in laying the guidelines 

for disarmament, however have no particular role in the crisis of Iran. One NGO relating to the 

ongoing nuclear crisis in Iran is United Against Nuclear Iran (UANI).  UANI is a group which 

seeks to stop Iran from obtaining their goal of deriving a nuclear weapon.  They promote 

campaigns to hinder the social and economic state of Iran through sanctions on large 

corporations who fund the nation, as well as the human right violations and terrorism within the 

country. Another NGO is  the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, which focuses on using 

non-violence to advocate for the destruction of nuclear weapons and weapons of mass 

destruction.  This NGO seeks nuclear disarmament to ensure security for current as well as future 

generations.  

Questions to Consider 

1. What steps should be taken by the IAEA to assure mutual compliance with the nuclear 

agreement? 



 

2. As the IAEA is an independent body, what role can it play in ensuring trust and 

accountability between the P5+1 nations and Iran? 

3. Seeing that the JCPOA expires in the next ten years, what can be done to ensure Iran will 

not cultivate a nuclear weapon following the expiration of the nuclear deal? 

4. If either party fails to comply to their commitment to the deal, what immediate action can 

be taken to maintain peace between the parties? 

5. Does your country possess nuclear capabilities, and if so what has your country done to 

ensure it will not interfere with international peace? 
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