
 

Security Council Topic Synopsis: Crisis in Columbia 

Background:  

For the last 50 years Colombia has been in the midst of civil armed conflict.   The civil 

conflict was sparked following a decade of political violence known as, la Violencia 

(1948-1958).  During this decade, tensions and violence between conservative rich families of 

Spanish descent and the vast majority of the poor liberal socialist Colombians escalated.  The 

violent decade was resolved with a peace agreement between the Liberal and Conservative 

parties in 1958 known as the “National Front”.  The National Front set up a government system 

in which the Conservative Party and the Liberal Party shared power over the mandates of the 

Colombian Government.  However, in this peace agreement the interests and political authority 

of the growing Colombian Communist Party were completely disregarded.  Consequently, 

following the agreement two major communist rebel groups, the Revolutionary Armed Forces of 

Colombia(Farc) and the National Liberation Army(ELN), were formed with a mission to 

overthrow the Colombian government.  

Over the last 50 years, the conflict between the rebel groups and the government 

paramilitary groups, known as the United Self-Defense Forces of Colombia, killed over 220,000 

Colombians.  80 percent of these Colombians are civilians.  Alarming amounts of Colombian 

citizens have been displaced as well.  Just in the last 20 years over 4.7 million Colombians were 

displaced due to the conflict.  This has proved to be disastrous to the rural farming population. 

In 2009 46% of the total population was in a state of poverty but in the rural areas 64% of the 

population was impoverished.  In 2011, the Colombian Government enacted the Victims and 

Land Restitution Law, to take care of these issues through redistributing land.  

 



 

The conflict has made colombia a great place for criminal activity to grow and thrive. 

With the escalation of the civil armed conflict has come the rise of drug cartels.  Since the 1970s 

Colombia has been one of the world’s top illicit narcotic producers and distributors.  In 2012 

Colombia was the world’s biggest producer of cocaine.  A report released by the International 

Narcotics Board in 2011 revealed that 62 thousand hectares of Colombian land was devoted to 

growing cocaine.  That is the equivalent of 57,000 soccer fields.  

Gang related and domestic violence have proven to be a vital problem as well.  Despite 

the Colombian government’s and President Juan Manuel Santos’s efforts to reduce violence in 

2014 through improved protective forces, Human Rights Watch research reveals that currently 

there are still alarming levels of abuse.  Since 2014 over 6,900 residents have been violently 

driven out of their homes and over 100 homicides have been officially reported in the city of 

Buenaventura alone.  In 2014, thirty two dismembered bodies unearthed from hidden grades in 

Buenaventura.  One of which was the macheted remains of a 28 year-old named Jhon Eder 

Ceron who had gone missing a week earlier.  And unfortunately homicides such as these often 

go unpunished.  Between 2010 and 2014 only 2% of the homicide cases led to convictions in 

court.  The justice system functions in a similar manner with other crimes as well.  Of the 639 

prosecutor investigation into cases of sexual violence between 2010 and 2014 only 7 led to 

convictions.  The rest remained stuck in the preliminary stage due to inadequate court systems. 

Similarly with forced displacement, out of the 467 cases none led to convictions for the same 

reasons.  

Since the late 1990s, the government and the rebel groups have been swaying between 

seasons of peace and collaboration and seasons of rebellion and violence.  Peace efforts and 



 

measures have proven to be highly ineffective.  1n 1998 the first peace talks were held and in 

October of 2001 the government and Farc signed the San Francisco agreement which established 

commitment to creating a ceasefire.  However, two months after its creation the ceasefire failed 

due to the Farc’s highjacking of a commercial plain.  Violence between the government and the 

rebel groups continued to escalate until June of 2012 when the government army released the last 

of their police and military hostages from the Farc.  Peace talks were then again organized in 

2012 and broken shortly after when the Farc began taking hostages again despite its obligations 

in the peace meetings.  On May 13, 2015 Colombia’s government and Farc again agreed to 

create a “pending peace deal” and secure their obligations to international humanitarian law. 

However, history reveals that the chances of this agreement leading to an end of the  

UN Involvement: 

The Security Council has never performed any peacekeeping missions in Colombia but 

recently they offered political support.  In January of 2016 the Security Council officially 

decided to establish a political mission of “unarmed international observers to monitor and verify 

for one year the laying down of arms by the Government of Colombia and the Revolutionary 

Armed Forces of Colombia”, should they agree to end the civil war and sign a peace.  In Security 

Council Resolution 2261, the SC decided that the mission would “verify a definitive bilateral 

ceasefire and cessation of hostilities between the parties”, that is of course only if a peace 

agreement is actually reached. 

In addition to the Security Council, many other UN organizations have helped to improve 

the conditions in Colombia as well.  The UNHCR has helped care for the 5 million displaced 

people by launching the Transitional Solutions Initiative, a program that provides shelter, land, 



 

and livelihood opportunities to displaced people.  This program has been able to serve over 

40,000 people in Colombia.  UNICEF has been assisting with the child soldier and abuse 

situation.  UNICEF has helped Colombia implement and enforce the first-ever Law for Children. 

This Law incorporates the recommendations laid out in the Convention on the Rights of the 

Child.  In addition for the last decade UNICEF has provided emergency assistance such as food 

supplements, hygiene kits, schools, and shelter.  Thanks to UNICEF currently more than 90% of 

the child population have received vaccination for their diseases.  Also, UNICEF and its partners 

have demobilized and reintegrated hundreds of child soldiers and provided landmine risk 

education programmes to ten of thousands of children to prevent deaths.  Last, UNICEF has 

helped over 77,000 displaced children and 37,000 newborns obtain birth certificates.  This 

strengthens government child identification and prevent child recruitment into rebel groups.  

In regards to the crime situation.  The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime has  

 

Questions to Consider: 

1. What measures can be taken to guarantee that the civil war permanently ended? 

2. The Security Council is the only body of the United Nations that has the power to 

establish peacekeeper missions.  Should peacekeepers be used to ease tensions and 

protect civilians in Colombia? Will they be effective? 

3. What steps can be taken to move Colombia into a state of sustainable development? 

4. What measures can be taken to bring an end to crime in Colombia? (Specifically drugs 

and domestic violence) and What measures can be taken to establish a good legal system 

that gives justice to victims? 
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