
 

Historical Cuban Missile Crisis 

Background: 

The Cuban Missile Crisis was a thirteen day confrontation between the United States and 

the Soviet Union concerning the allocation of Soviet missile bases in Cuba. This military 

stand-off is considered to be the closest time the United States and the Soviet Union came to 

full-scale nuclear war during the Cold War.  

On October 15, 1962 United States Intelligence personnel discovered the creation of 

medium range, offensive Soviet missile sites in Cuba while analyzing U-2 spy plane data. These 

missile sites were located a mere 90 miles off the coast of Florida and if launched would be able 

to hit a multitude of targets in minutes. The following day the United States’ Executive 

Committee (ExCom) convened at President John F. Kennedy’s request in order to establish a 

policy on the new developments of the Soviet missile sites located in Cuba. ExCom included all 

of President Kennedy’s senior military, political, and economic advisors. Between October 17th 

and October 21st ExCom rejected the idea of an airstrike against the missile sites, but approved 

of a naval quarantine as well as an official demand that all Soviet missile sites in Cuba be 

demilitarized. A naval quarantine was set instead of an embargo as an embargo is an act of war 

and a quarantine is not. President Kennedy announced his decision on national television on 

October 22nd. With a large approval rating from the American public, the following day the 

naval quarantine on Cuba was enacted, however President Kennedy attempted to show leniency 

in order to give Soviet leader, Nikita Khrushchev, time to reconsider by pulling back the 

quarantine by 500 miles.  



 

Despite this act of leniency, the USS Essex and the USS Gearing came into contact with 

the Soviet tanker Bucharest as it bypassed the U.S. quarantine of Cuba on October 25th. The 

following day, President Kennedy learned that the development of the missile bases in Cuba was 

continuing without any delays. With this new intel, ExCom considered calling for a U.S. 

invasion of Cuba however, the Soviets proposed a solution to end the crisis within the same day. 

The Soviets initially stated that in exchange for a U.S. pledge not to invade Cuba, the missile 

bases would be removed. Yet on October 26th, Khrushchev publicly demanded that the U.S. 

dismantle their missile bases in Turkey as well as pledge not to invade Cuba. Shortly following 

this announcement, an American U-2 spy plane was shot down over Cuba and the pilot was 

killed. The Pentagon was intent upon retaliation, however President Kennedy forbade any form 

of military retaliation unless more surveillance planes were shot down or fired upon over Cuba. 

In regards to Khrushchev’s demands, President Kennedy and his advisors agreed to the 

demilitarization of the U.S. missile sites in Turkey. In order to maintain good relations with 

Turkey, a key NATO member, while still adhering to the Soviets’ request ExCom chose to 

dismantle the missile sites at a later date.  

Following this agreement, on October 28, Khrushchev publicly announced the USSR’s 

intent to remove and demilitarize all Soviet missile bases in Cuba. This announcement was made 

on Radio Moscow and confirmed the USSR’s willingness to come to a peaceful agreement with 

the United States. That same afternoon Soviet mechanics began the process of dismantling the 

missile sites, and the Cuban Missile Crisis was effectively over. By November, President 

Kennedy had called off the naval quarantine of Cuba. Additionally, by the end of 1962 all Soviet 

offensive missiles had been evacuated from Cuba. Soon after this, the United States discreetly 



 

demilitarized its missile sites in Turkey. At the time, The Cuban Missile Crisis seemed to be a 

clear victory for the United States especially since the removal of US missile bases in Turkey 

had no major effect on the U.S. nuclear strategy.  

The purpose of this Historical Security Council is to delineate comprehensive solutions to 

the Cuban Missile Crisis. Additionally, we will be required to establish a legal judgement on 

whether or not it was within the United States’ jurisdiction to forcibly demand the 

demilitarization of the Soviet missiles sites in Cuba. Today’s date is October 15th 1962.  

UN Involvement: 

While official UN resolutions were not created or passed in an attempt to resolve the 

Cuban Missile Crisis, the United Nations still played a critical mediatory role through UN 

Secretary-General U Thant. At the urging of many nations in fear possible outbreak of nuclear 

war , Thant issued his first initiative on October 24. This initiative essentially urged President 

Kennedy and Soviet Premier Khrushchev to resolve the conflict as peacefully as possible. 

Secretary-General Thant’s first initiative lead President Kennedy to reach out to Thant and ask 

for an appeal with more details, specifically requesting that Premier Khrushchev keep his ships 

beyond the naval quarantine to allow for negotiations. On October 25, Thant issued this second 

appeal as his own proposal, so that it would appear unbiased and fair. In the negotiations in 

regards to the missile sites, Thant foresaw that the Soviets would be willing to dismantle their 

missiles if the US agreed not to invade Cuba. Thant advocated for this solution both publicly and 

at private meetings with both Secretary of State Dean Rusk and Ambassador Stevenson. Several 

days later, Thant’s idea became the basis for the final agreement which effectively ended the 

Cuban Missile Crisis. 



 

 

Questions to Consider: 

1. In 1962, what steps  would your country have taken to resolve the Cuban Missile Crisis? 

2. In 1962, was your country affiliated with Cuba, the United States, or the U.S.S.R in any 

way (politically, economically, socially, etc.)? 

3. In 1962, did your country support the United States or the Soviet Union? 

4. What was the dominant political ideology in your country at the time (capitalism, 

communism, socialism, etc.)? 

5. In 1962, did your country have a nuclear war program? If so, how developed was it? 
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