
Topic Synopsis: ISIS 

Background 

The beginning of ISIS can be traced back to 2003, after the invasion of Iraq by American 

Forces caused a chain of events eventually leading to the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS). 

When US forces invaded Iraq in 2003, they caused a Jordanian extremist named Abu Musab al 

Zarqawi to establish the militant group known as al-Qaeda of Iraq. Two years later this group 

established another group, the Islamic State of Iraq (ISI). Due to the brutality of this new group, 

it quickly lost the support of Sunni’s in the region, weakening it. After al Zarqawi’s death, the 

new leader of ISI, Baghdadi, began to re-strengthen the ISI after US troops  and the loss of 

support had weakened the group. As the ISI began to carry out more attacks including bombings 

and kidnappings, it began to expand its influence, soon joining the rising rebellion in Syria 

against Bashar al-Assad. This further involvement in Syria resulted in the Islamic State of Iraq 

announcing its merger with the Islamic State of Syria, forming what is now known as ISIS. As 

ISI was originally a branch of al-Qaeda, the al-Qaeda leaders rejected this merge, leaving ISIS to 

split into its own, independent group.  

As its own group, it has prayed upon the feeling of victimization of Sunni Muslims by the 

Shiite led governments, aiding in its recruitment. The discrimination is caused by the difference 

between the two sects of Islam, mainly that Shia Muslims value sacrifice and follow Ali, 

Muhammad’s son-in-law, after Muhammad died, while Sunnis focus their beliefs on God being 

present in the material world. Also, recruitment by the extremist group is done through modern 

means, such as social media platforms of Twitter and Facebook, due to the vast reach this 



method accomplishes. This modern approach is in almost stark contrast to the main focus of the 

Sharia Laws the group enforces, stemmed from roughly Islam of the eighth century. Yet another 

practice of ISIS is that of keeping slaves, of which they have over 3,000, consisting of those 

captured from the various religions and races they have targeted. The slaves are often women 

that have been choiced with executions or slavery as one of ISIS’s sex slaves, frequently abused 

by their captors. Those targeted by ISIS include Christians, Yazidis, Kurds, Shiite Muslims, and 

many more, smaller groups. These groups have often done nothing warranting reason to be 

captured, the most common reason being that ISIS is attempting to “clean” the regions of those 

of non-muslim beliefs. 

ISIS has since expanded greatly, taking over major cities of Fallujah and Mosul in Iraq, 

establishing itself as a caliphate. The Islamic State (IS), as it is also known, began international 

attacks in 2015, first claiming credit for a downed passenger plane in Egypt and explosions in the 

Lebanese capital of Beirut. In November of 2015, the IS also claimed credit for the attack on the 

French capital, which killed over 100 people. While it can be seen that ISIS’ focus is mainly on 

establishing and maintaining a caliphate in Iraq and Syria, the international effect of ISIS can be 

seen through their increasing number of attacks against both Western nations, consisting of many 

of the religious groups ISIS targets and whose beliefs ISIS openly opposes.. As ISIS grows in 

influence, it has led to other, smaller extremist groups to pledge themselves to the State, such as 

Boko Haram and Ansar Beit Al Maqdis.  

The income of the IS comes from various sources, and it widely believed to currently be 

the most wealthy extremist group. One source is from the large amount of oil fields found in IS 

controlled territories, which allow the IS to sell crude or refined oil indirectly to, it is believed, 



the Syrian government, Turkey, and Iran. In 2014 this led to roughly $100 million in earnings, 

but it has dropped in profit recently due to increased airstrikes to ISIS controlled oil fields and 

refineries. Another field in which ISIS generate money is through collecting ransoms on 

kidnapped persons, a practice that earned them more than $20 million in 2014 alone. 

Furthermore, income is earned through taxes on those in territories controlled by ISIS, largely 

making up the rest of the major income sources. These taxes range from income to business to a 

35 percent tax on pharmaceuticals. 

All this power of ISIS has led to the involvement of more than a few nations, with the 

major participants in open opposition of ISIS being Syria, the United States, France, the United 

Kingdom, Iraq, and Russia. Aside from Syria, most participants act only through airstrikes, of 

which the US and Russia participate the most, with the US carrying out over 5,000 airstrikes 

against ISIS in 2015. The US has furthered its efforts against ISIS by uniting with many other 

nations in a coalition against ISIS, consisting of Australia, Turkey, Belgium, Bahrain, Canada, 

Denmark, Saudi Arabia, France, the Netherlands, Jordan, the United Kingdom, and the United 

Arab Emirates. Together, this coalition organized over 1,500 airstrikes against ISIS in 2015, 

excluding those of the United States. The United States has also sent advisors to assist in the war 

against ISIS, as well as marines into northern Syria. Iran has attempted to aid in the conflict by 

supporting the militia groups that have been organised to fight against ISIS, sometimes 

consisting of religious minorities that ISIS discriminates against, such as the Kurds. Russia in 

recent months have sent tanks, helicopters, jets, into Syria in an attempt to counter ISIS, also 

using its Navy to bomb targets.  



UN Involvement 

In 2014, the UN Security Council took first action regarding the ongoing disputes 

regarding ISIS in the Middle East, in resolution 2170, when they released a statement 

condemning the acts of the extremist group in Syria. In late 2015, the UN Security Council 

passed a resolution that put economic sanctions, preventing any nation from trading with the 

extremist group. In December, the United Nations passed another Security Council resolution, 

Resolution 2253, which, drafted by the United States and Russia, outlines the actions to be taken 

by nations in the effort to counter the financial flow that ISIS receives, furthering the 

aforementioned resolution passed earlier in the year, in October. These various resolutions did 

little to effect the conflict caused by ISIS, while they may have gained more open support from 

nations not previously involved, the support has been minimal if at all as the main parties 

involved in the conflict remain unchanged. It is widely believed and argued that the Security 

Council must do more in order to counter the increased influence of ISIS, and the use of military 

intervention has been encouraged. However, it has not been possible due to the multiple conflicts 

occurring, Russia being against any action that may negatively affect the Syrian government 

which are Russia’s allies. Aside from the Security Council, the UN has released a statement 

condemning the actions of ISIS against the Yazidis, one of the small religious groups that ISIS 

targets, others calling it genocide as they systematically separated and often killed the people. 

However, this statement did not result in a resolution on the matter, as actions against ISIS were 

already taken by the Security Council.  NGOs, on the other hand, have has significantly more 

success, although some of it may be attributed to the UN’s actions. Mercy Corps, a US and UK 

NGO, received roughly $30 million to use for the distribution of humanitarian aid, in the form of 



food and medicine, to parts of Syria heavily affected by ISIS activities. Overall, the UN has been 

able to do little regarding the situation of ISIS in the Middle East, mainly restricted to 

condemning the acts of these extremist groups in resolutions and NGOs cannot send enough 

supplies to aid all those affected. 

 

 

 

 

Questions to Consider 

● How has your country responded to the sanctions on ISIS? 

● Is ISIS an international or regional threat? 

● What type of humanitarian aid should the UN provide? 

● Should the UN send military aid? 

● Aside from military or humanitarian aid, what other actions could the UN take to prevent 

the growth of ISIS? 
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