
Jammu and Kashmir 
  
Part 1: Background 
  
Jammu and Kashmir is an 86,000 square foot mile region of Northeast Pakistan and of Northwest India. 

It is a territorial conflict between India, Pakistan, and also minimal involvement from China.  Jammu and 

Kashmir consists of three regions: Jammu, the Kashmir Valley, and Ladakh.  Since India and Pakistan 

received independence from Britain in 1947, tensions grew between the two nations, as they both wanted 

to occupy the land.  India claims Jammu and Kashmir as a result of the partition signed in 1947. 

However, Pakistan claims Jammu and Kashmir as well because of their large Muslim population.  India 

and Pakistan have fought three wars over the Kashmir Region: The  Indo-Pakistani War of 1947, followed 

by the Indo-Pakistani War of 1965, and finally the 1999 Kargil War.  At the time of partition, Kashmir 

was an independent state and was free to accede to either nation, but eventually opted to join India.  In 

exchange for their accession to India, India guaranteed Kashmir military protection from possible 

Pakistani invasions.  However, Pakistan refuses to see the Kashmir accession to India as a legal action, 

and therefore still continues to claim dominion of the region.  This is what eventually led to the first 

Indo-Pakistani War.  The aftermath of the partition caused a hostile and suspicious relationship between 

the two countries ever since, and the disputes over the region have killed over 46,000 people, and 

uprooted nearly 15 million.  There was a 450-mile Line of Control established in 1972 on the Northern 

side of Jammu and Kashmir in order to stop the violence and outbreak of the two countries. 

Unfortunately, both India and Pakistan have fired across the Ceasefire Line, however, India has thus far 

refrained from invasions into Pakistani territory.  For 15 years, there were no attacks from either side, 

however they have been reoccurring from the end of September 2016, to May 2017.  One of the most 

deadly attacks was in September 2016; where there was a 48-hour non-stop fight between the nations, 

leaving 85 people dead, and dozens injured.  Following this were dozens more offensive attacks from 

both sides from November to May.  The onset of many of these attacks were offensives from 
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Lashkar-e-Taiba, a Pakistan related terrorist organization.  The most recent attack on the Line of Control 

was Pakistan on May 16, 2017.  Over 1,000 people from the Jammu and Kashmir region had to be 

evacuated from their homes, and there were remnants of shells from artillery around the region.  In 2016, 

there were 58 ceasefire violations between the two nations.  Forty days later, (in the beginning of 2017), 

Pakistan violated 99 ceasefires.  Both India and Pakistan blame each other for unprovoked fighting, and 

claim that they must retaliate upon each other’s confrontations, however it is the responsibility of both 

nations to work together and maintain peace and harmony.  Seeing that both nations execute attacks on 

one another, ceasefires have become a key component to fix the problem.  Although issues remain with 

the ceasefires, neither nation is abiding to them; therefore, regulations are needed in order to end the 

ongoing dispute. 

As of now, India claims 43% of the Jammu, Kashmir, and the Ladakh region. India’s claims are refuted 

by Pakistan, which administers about 37% of the Jammu and Kashmir region. Although Jammu and 

Kashmir region would like to remain an independent nation, India and Pakistan demand that the region 

decides.  Pakistan insists that the Kashmir Valley is deemed theirs because of their Muslim-identified 

population; however, India feels the territory is rightfully theirs because it is an integral part of their 

country, and Kashmir’s mountains are their main source of protection.  Kashmir is the region most 

pressing for conflict due to its beautiful green valleys, trees, and sparkling waterfalls, which is a main 

reason for why both nations want the area.  Not only does the area have luscious land, but also agriculture 

is a major factor for their economy; nearly $47 million USD a year from exported products such as 

apples, apricots, rice, wheat, cherries, almonds and walnuts.  The economy of Jammu and Kashmir relies 

heavily on the process of farming, as well as tourism as it is their main source of income to keep their 

economy prosperous.  Unfortunately, with all the recent attacks, this has declined Jammu and Kashmir’s 

economy, where a study in 2017 showed that 24.6% of the population is without a job, and the amount of 

tourists in the area has drastically decreased. 



 If both nations continue the hostility towards each other, there could be an outbreak of a nuclear 

war, causing external pressure on the international community.  Since 1988, both nations have 

successfully tested nuclear weapons, causing potential suspicion for an attack on each other.  Pakistan 

owns around a dozen different types of missiles, which are short-ranged, and perfect for a potential 

plotted attack on the enemy since it is such a nearby region.  As of 2015, it was noted that India has 

significantly less amount of nuclear weapons compared to that of Pakistan, however, India has increased 

their nuclear power since 2016, when they signed a contract for thirty-six nuclear capably fourth 

generation Rafale fighters from France.  India adheres to “No First Use” nuclear weapon policy since 

2003, which states that a nation will not use nuclear power unless attacked first by another nation using 

nuclear weapons.  However, Pakistan refuses to adopt the “No First Use” policy, claiming that they would 

launch nuclear weapons even if the other side did not use them first. 

  
Part 2: UN Involvement 
 Since India and Pakistan’s independence in 1947, the UN has been involved to resolve the 

territorial dispute between the two nations.  From 1948 to 1971, the UN passed twenty-three resolutions 

involving the current issues of Jammu and Kashmir, consisting of cease-fire agreements as well as 

maintaining peace talks.  Multiple UN organizations including the Jammu and Kashmir Convention on 

Human Rights (JKCHR), and the UN Commission for India and Pakistan (UNCIP) were created for 

alleviating tension between India and Pakistan over the Jammu and Kashmir region.  The UNCIP was 

established under resolution 39 in January 1948 and ever since attempted to mediate dispute of the Jammu 

and Kashmir region.  Thus, resolution 47 (1948) was passed under the UNCIP, and observers were sent to 

the area in order to create peace.  From then on, the advisors formed the nucleus of the UN Military 

Observer Group in India and Pakistan (UNMOGIP), which forever terminated the UNCIP.  Also under 

resolution 47, the UN requested that nearby countries reduce their troops so that they don’t seem 

intimidating to the inhabitants of Kashmir.  Following the termination of the UNCIP, the UN Security 



Council passed resolution 91 (1951) which decided that the UNMOGIP would continually supervise 

ceasefires in Kashmir, and the advisors were expected to observe, report, and investigate ceasefire 

violations.  Although the UN carried out multiple actions to solve the problem of the disputes, much of it 

has aided a problem as a result of a specific solution to the original problem, and therefore does not help 

the root cause of the issue, and instead creates a domino effect.  Examples of this are ceasefires.  In order 

to stop the region from continually fighting, the UN administered ceasefires in the region.  Only 

temporarily did India and Pakistan abide to these sets of rules, forcing the UN to send in advisors to the 

area.  As a result, no real progress can be made seeing that the UN continually administers solutions to the 

problems, which were originally solutions to solve the main issue.  

As of October 2016, the chief of the JKCHR has expressed serious concern for the relation between India 

and Pakistan.  The chief suggests that to settle the dispute, the nations must be willing to “engage in 

dialogue” by compromising and de-escalating the situation.  The inflammatory remarks between the 

nations are only causing more traumatic tension, and causing the crossover points at the Cease-Fire Line. 

 There are roughly 50 NGO’s that have been involved with compromising territorial issues 

between India and Pakistan such as Jammu and Kashmir Developmental Action Group (JKDAG), Press 

for Peace (PFP) and Ladakh Environment and Health Organization, to name a few.  Many of these NGO’s 

work in the region of Jammu and Kashmir to educate the children, provide agriculture benefits to further 

boost their economy, as well as assisting for health care in the region.  For example, JKDAG has worked 

exclusively for the purpose of developing the Jammu and Kashmir Region.  This NGO has worked with 

children and adults in the community to provide living and educational assistance as a result of the many 

displaced from the ongoing turmoil.   It is important that the UN quickly administer solutions to the 

Jammu and Kashmir region in order for the inhabitants of the region to live a peaceful life, and to also 

protect the world from nuclear warfare. 

Questions to Consider 

How do religious aspects of what your country believes impact your country’s past action on the topic? 



  
What is important to consider in terms of what the people living in Jammu, Kashmir, and Ladakh want for 
their own region? 
  
How will your country prevent attacks over the Line of Control, and maintain peace between India, 
Pakistan, and China? 
  
How will your nation prevent nuclear warfare? 
  
What is your country’s policy in regards to nuclear weapons, and how will that play a role in the outcome 
of who gets what territory? 
  
What does your country believe in regards to the “No First Use” policy? 
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