
CAR Crisis 

I. Background: 

Among the 10 poorest countries in Africa, the Central African Republic ranks 172 

out of 177 on the Human Development Index with a per capita income of $350.  This is due to 

the political unrest in the post-colonial era.  Under the ruling of Patasse in 1996, three armies 

threatened the CAR’s government, leading to violence and distress.  After the coup attempt in 

May of 2001, violence arose between the Yakoma and Kaba people, resulting in 59 killed during 

the conflict. For the next three years, political disputes only escalated between Patasse and 

Bozize, who attempted to overthrow his ruling.  In fact, in 2003, Bozize seized the capital city, 

Bangui, and proclaimed himself president while exterminating the local parliament, despite the 

fact that Patasse had been reelected in 1999 with 19% of votes.  However, Bozize finally won the 

election in May of 2005 with a runoff vote.  Since that point on, the two have been competing for 

power over CAR. Shortly after, flooding in Bangui left 20,000 people without homes and forced 

to flee to Chad since Bozize did not provide aid.  Under Bozize, two rebellions have developed 

on the borders of Sudan and Chad along with Chad and Cameroon.  Political unrest remains 

persistent throughout the Central African Republic, making the nation an area of violence and 

conflict.  

 Furthermore, in 2009, Bozize was responsible for creating self protection groups called 

the Anti-Balakas, that were meant to deal with crime in small, ungoverned villages. However, 

they developed into a militia and terrorist group that targeted Muslims. Consisting of mostly 

Christians, they believed that the Muslim population was responsible for the creation of the rebel 

group, Seleka, that came to power in 2013 and carried out a multitude of atrocities against the 



Christian population.  Therefore, they wanted to completely eliminate the Muslim population 

from the Central African Republic by displacing them from their homes with violent attacks, 

such as burnings and lynchings, or forcibly converting them from Muslim to Christian.  With 

these tactics in mind, the original 8 mosques and 30,000 Muslims in Yaloke alone, have been 

reduced to merely 500 people with only one mosque remaining.  These individuals have fled to 

neighboring countries such as Cameroon, Chad, Senegal, and Niger due to the barbaric actions 

that the Anti-Balakas have carried out on them.  Economically, these nations are not able to 

sustain the number of people fleeing and seeking refuge.  Since September of 2013, they are 

responsible for coordinating attacks in Muslim neighborhoods throughout Bangui, targeting 

mostly women and children, along with mutilating, lynching, or burning any Muslim civilians. 

Ever since 2013, when the Selekas overthrew Bozize during the Central African Republic Civil 

War, conflict in Bangui, Bossangoa, and Bozoum has resulted in continuous violence and 

massacre.  In total approximately 6,000 civilians have been killed in barbaric manners while over 

50,000 Muslims have been displaced.   This has made the Central African Republic extremely 

unstable, leaving the government and surrounding territory under complete control of armed 

militia groups.  

Currently, 2.3 million people in the Central African Republic are in need a aid while at 

least 50% of the population do not have adequate food.  In Koui alone, around 1,400 displaced 

families have been accepted within the last two months. These families live in cramped living 

quarters where malaria and malnutrition are prevalent.  In fact, according to Action Against 

Hunger, around 30 children die each day from malnutrition in the CAR. Furthermore, lack basic 

facilities and sanitation along with access to clean water and food.  In total, the UNHCR states 



that over 1 million people have fled their homes seeking refuge in neighboring countries. Close 

to 900,000 of these people do not have access to adequate water resources and are at risk of 

waterborne illness, such as hepatitis and typhoid fever.  However, malaria is the most prevalent 

disease in the Central African Republic, with 1.5-2.5 million people killed each year in 

Sub-Saharan Africa alone.  With little treatment available to those infected, the disease continues 

to spread throughout CAR.  

II. UN Involvement  

On April 10th, 2014, the UN Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in 

the Central African Republic(MINUSCA) was created with the purpose of protecting CAR 

civilians under the UN Charter. It does this by carrying out peacekeeping missions that promote 

human rights, facilitate assistance of displaced persons, and disarm any rebel groups. As of 2016, 

approximately 10,000 ground soldiers strive to protect and reintegrate those displaced from 

conflict. Since January of 2010, the UN Integrated Peacebuilding Office in the CAR(BINUCA) 

has been deployed to conflict-stricken areas in order to promote peace and strengthen 

democracy.  However, after its offices had been stolen from on multiple occasions, the Secretary 

General decided to make the presence of BINUCA more effective. They did this by adopting 

Resolution 2121 in 2013, which allowed the 5 main goals of the programme to be altered and 

strengthened.  Instead of simply promoting means of peace, BINUCA now looked to stabilize 

security measures, promote human rights, and support the protection of displaced persons. Since 

these changes have been made, peacekeeping missions, such as MINUSCA, have been 

established.  Furthermore, BINUCA has been able to put pressure on the Secretary General and 

international community to lend a hand in providing assistance in the CAR crisis.  



On February 20th of 2014, the Secretary General called for a plan of action to deal with 

the political crisis, thus proposing a six-point initiative created to ease violence and tensions 

between rebel groups along with protecting civilians from corruption. Furthermore, this initiative 

has also called for the further deployment of ground troops in order to enforce disarmament 

against Anti-Balaka and Seleka rebel groups present in CAR. Besides giving support to the 

government, it calls for urgent funding of humanitarian assistance. Due to their actions, they 

were able to design a mission in accordance with MINUSCA to deploy 10,000 military 

personnel, 1,800 police officers(civilians), 1,400 unit police officers, 200 military advisors, and 

20 correction officers.  The main goal of their mission in the beginning of deployment was to 

secure a safe environment for those displaced by the ongoing conflict. However, once the 

mission began to further develop, its main priority became eliminating all conflict between the 

rebel groups and reintegrating displaced persons into a safe environment free of corruption or 

political unrest.  These actions were effective in protecting the displaced population from 

terrorist attacks located in Bangui by working on integrating these individuals into society.  

The UN High Commissioner of Refugees(UNHCR) has been essential in providing 

humanitarian aid to refugees and those displaced in the Central African Republic. In 2016, they 

launched their CAR Regional Refugee Response Plan(RRRP) in order to design a plan that 

would work in providing humanitarian aid while protecting refugees from violence. While it is 

too early to determine if the plan is effective, the UNHCR hopes to provide adequate food and 

water resources to those displaced by conflict in Bangui.  In order to re-establish authority and 

protection throughout the Central African Republic, they plan to deploy the Central African 

Armed Forces(FACA) with hopes of promoting social cohesion and reducing conflict between 



rebel groups while introducing peaceful coexistence. With these efforts, there has been a 52% 

decrease in people of concern since 2015.  In 2014 alone, around 1 million people were 

considered people of concern, but in 2015 this number decreased to nearly 500,000 people. 

Furthermore, their efforts in the future plan to reach another 300,000 displaced people by the end 

of 2017 and provide them with adequate housing and access to basic domestic items.  Due to this 

approximately 34,350 refugees returned to the Central African Republic by the end of 2016. 

With approximately $58 million of funding, the UNHCR continues to carry out operations, with 

recent developments for refugee living conditions in Bangui. During this operation last 

December, 1,611 refugees were registered for refugee living. Due to the actions of the UNHCR, 

the crisis in the Central African Republic will slowly alleviate.  

 

III. Questions to Consider 

1. How can tensions be eased between Anti-Balaka and Seleka rebel groups? 

2. What actions/solutions to better the conditions of displaced persons have been 

unsuccessful/successful in the past? 

3. What can be done to reduce the prevalence of malnutrition and illness throughout the 

Central African Republic? 

4. How has your nation been involved with easing tensions between the Christians and 

Muslims? 

5. How can we ensure that government forces in the Central African Republic will not 

promote violence and corruption? 

6. What can be done about refugees that are displaced from conflict and political unrest? 
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