
Topic 2: Syria 

Background: 

The beginning of the Syrian conflict was inflicted by a group of protests and a number of 

coupe de tas  across the Middle East called Arab Spring, during the Winter of 2010 and lasted 

into the Spring of 2011. Arab Spring was a mass protest in which the citizens of the Middle East 

and North Africa advocated for democracy and reform in their corrupt governments. The event 

that triggered Arab Spring to spread into Syria was when ‘elected’ Syrian President Bashar 

al-Assad condoned local policemen for arresting, torturing, and killing children who painted 

revolutionary slogans on public walls. The painted slogan was “it’s your turn Doctor” as a 

resistance towards President Bashar al-Assad’s evident inexperience and disinterest in Syrian 

politics since he had become a doctor and moved to London before he came back to be dictator 

of Syria. Throughout Bashar Al-assad's life he showed no interest in politics and only became 

president due to his father’s untimely death in 2000. The conflict initially started when the 

democratic rebels wanted Bashar al-Assad to step down, but he refused.  

Originally the groups involved were the democratic rebels, and al-Assad’s government 

regime, but recently jihadist groups such as Al-Qaeda and ISIS have tried to enter the conflict to 

establish Syria as a Sunni Islamic State versus their current mixed population of Alawite 

Muslims, Shi’a Muslims, and Eastern Orthodox Christians. This diversity of religion adds to 

Syrian culture, but also causes tensions to be high between these religions with differing or 

conflicting beliefs often causes tensions to be high within the country, especially when extremist 

groups come to add to the tension. Before the jihadist groups joined the clear solution to this 

conflict was to get the Syrian President to step down and let the Syrian government reform, but 



now if al-Assad does step down there is fear of the Jihadists groups gaining even more power in 

that region. Russia has allied with al-Assad against the jihadists groups and against the 

democratic rebels, because Russia and Syria have a treaty signed in 1980 of Friendship and 

Cooperation. This treaty stated that Russia and Syria would remain war allies. This treaty gave 

Russia a foothold in the Middle east, and it gives the Syrian government protection. Russia has 

held up it’s end of the treaty by arming the Syrian military with over $10 billion worth of arms, 

and in September of 2015 Russia finally put its own boots on the ground to get more involved in 

the conflict.  

Currently, the Syrian conflict involves Syrian Rebels, Syria, US, Russian, Turkish, and 

Kurdish forces, along with, ISIS, and Al-Qaeda. They are now all key contenders in the Syrian 

conflict today. Russia is allied with the Syrian government, while the US is allied with the Syrian 

rebels. ISIS and Al-Qaeda are allied with each other against the Syrian Government, but also 

against the Syrian, and Kurdish rebels. Even though ISIS and Al-Qaeda are fighting against 

Syrian and Kurdish rebels they also are trying to recruit vulnerable Kurds and Syrians. The 

Syrian, and Kurdish rebels are not allied with one and other. The Kurdish forces are against ISIS, 

and Al-Qaeda, while Turkey fights against ISIS, Al-Qaeda, and the Kurdish forces. The Kurds or 

Kurdish rebels are an ethnic group that fights for their land that was stolen from them. Kurdish 

rebels would be very similar to a group of Native Hawaiians, or Native Americans that rebelled 

against the US government to take back parts of their rightful land. This land of the Kurds is 

located in Northern Syria, Southeastern Turkey and a piece of Northern Iraq. Even though this is 

the rightful land of the Kurds, and they control much of it militarily, almost no one in the 

International community recognizes them as a sovereign state. 



Recent developments in the situation incur the US using missiles to punish the Assad 

regime for their use of chemical weapons. The use of chemical weapons in warfare violates The 

Geneva Convention and International Law which both state that the use of chemical weapons by 

the Assad regime and in general is illegal. The use of these chemical weapons alone in early 

April of 2017 has killed 1,100, many of which were civilians. Syria has denied this chemical 

attack, but there is video evidence of the Al-assad regime dropping chemical bombs on it’s own 

citizens as of early April of 2017. Many Syrians have reported Al-Assad’s illegal use of these 

weapons, before early April, making the total deaths from chemical weapons in this conflict 

unknown. This illegal use of chemical weapons has struck fear into the hearts of Syrian citizens. 

The president of the United States, Donald Trump, decided to take matters into his own hands by 

firing an estimated 59 missiles into al-Assad’s military bases. This event marks the United 

States’ first attack on the Al-Assad regime. Continuing in recent developments it is reported that 

outside the capital of Syria there are crematories being used to get rid of and hide evidence of the 

mass killings of prisoners in Syria. It is unknown how many prisoners have been killed but it is 

estimated that the number dead is in the high thousands.  It is also reported that the prisoners of 

al-Assad are held in horrific conditions that constitute little to no food and water, cells made to 

hold 5 people shared by 70, and the constant fear of death usually over small or non-existent 

crimes. As of 2016, 470,000 people have died as a result of the conflict. Due to the mass 

destruction of most of the infrastructure in Syria, especially in the big cities like Aleppo, and the 

perilous overall danger posed by ISIS, Al-Qaeda, and the Syrian government, many citizens of 

Syria feel the urgent need to get out of the country. This overall situation creates millions of 

refugees flowing into nearby countries. Unfortunately many of these countries cannot or will not 



support them. The UNHCR as of March 2016 has reported that 2.1 million Syrians were 

registered by UNHCR in Egypt, Iraq, Jordan and Lebanon, and 1.9 million Syrians were 

registered by Turkish Government, and more than 28,000 were registered in different North 

African governments. As of the beginning of 2017 there have been almost 900,000 Syrian 

asylum applications in Europe. Over half of all Syrian refugees are children according to the 

UNHCR which should supposedly make European countries more interested in helping Syrian 

refugees, but many European countries are still skeptical. 

UN Involvement: 

The UN has been involved with the Syrian conflicts since it first took hold in 2011. 

Unfortunately due to serious power conflicts of interest between Russia and the United States 

very little has been able to be achieved by the UN. Last year, Russia and China vetoed a move 

backed by the 13 other permanent and non-permanent members of the security council to refer 

the Syrian conflict for investigation by the international criminal court. They vetoed it to show 

their support to the leader Bashar Al-assad during this civil war. Very little has been achieved by 

the UN that Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon had admitted that the UN is failing Syria. One of 

the main things the UN has been trying to achieve throughout this conflict is an investigation on 

Bashar al-Assad’s apparent use of chemical weapons on his own people. However the UN 

Security-Council mainly endorses facilitated peace talks between the rebels and the Syrian 

government to hopefully achieve solving their issues through talking rather than fighting. These 

peace talks are also included to hopefully push terrorists groups such as ISIS and Al-Qaeda out 

of the situation, and destroy their influence within Syria and with Syrian citizens. In December 

2016, peace talks convened in Ankara, Turkey by Russia. Through these peace talks, which were 



created by many resolutions passed in the Security Council, A/RES/2341 being one of the most 

important for its assistance in supporting peace talks between all parties, Turkey and Iran, agreed 

to a nationwide ceasefire that began on December, 30 2016. The ceasefire so far has seemed to 

have held true. The success of this ceasefire has given hope to be able to solve this seemingly 

unsolvable situation.  

Most of the work that UNHCR and the UN as a whole does to help these refugees is to 

protect them while they reside in refugee camps waiting  to be accepted into the country. The UN 

provides humanitarian aid, such as food, water, and shelter along with physical protection 

provided by UN peacekeepers. Unfortunately there have been no advancements and the UN has 

not done enough to actually help there be less refugees or helping the refugees immigrate to a 

new country. This is because the UN cannot force any country to take in Syrian refugees against 

their will, and the UN has not done enough to encourage countries to take in Syrian refugees. 

There has been a lot of focus on campaigning the suffering of Syrian children to encourage 

citizens of 1st world nations like The UK, Germany, and the US to take in refugees and the help 

fight the people that are killing these children. A specific NGO that focuses on this is Save the 

Children. They accept donations to help provide aid to the refugee children in Lebanon, Syria, 

and Iraq. This NGO also provides humanitarian aid to children and their families that are still 

living in Syria. Lastly, this NGO helps educate other countries in hopes they will let in more 

Syrian refugees. 

Questions to Consider: 

1. How should the United Nations encourage other countries to take in Syrian 

refugees? 



2. How can the United Nations reduce or minimize the stigma that surrounds Syrian 

refugees as being members of ISIS or Al-Qaeda? 

3. What can the United Nations do to prevent ISIS and Al-Qaeda from recruiting 

vulnerable refugees? 

4. How should the United Nations effectively punish the Syrian Government for 

violating the Geneva Convention? (Keep in mind by punishing the government 

we don't want to punish the people of Syria) 

5. What can other countries do to help the Syrian conflict without making it worse? 

(how can other countries provide aid and help fight against ISIS and Al-Qaeda 

without causing more recruiting to these terrorist organizations, and at the same 

time actually helping the citizens of Syria) 
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