
Topic 1: Somalia  

Background: 

During the time of European colonization in Africa, Somalia was divided into territories 

controlled by Britain, France, and Italy. It was not until 1960 that Somalia finally became 

independent when British and Italian territories merged to form the United Republic of Somalia 

and later in 1977, the French territory became Djibouti. When the republic was established, the 

Somali Youth League party was put into power until President Shermarke was assassinated in 

1969. Following this, a coup placed the military commander Muhammad Siad Barre in power.  

It was not until 1991 when we started seeing the serious threat of a civil war. With a huge 

increase of internal conflict, President Barre was forced to flee from the country when rival clan 

militias seized the capital city, Mogadishu. Clan lords then battled for power until finally Ali 

Mahdi Mohamed took over as a self-proclaimed President. Just a year later, drought hit and 

caused major famine. Because of this and the ongoing civil war, an estimated 350,000 Somalis 

died in the year of 1992. This was the point at which the international community turned their 

eyes to this suffering country. As the fighting and suffering continued, in 1998 Puntland--a 

region in north-east Somalia--declared itself autonomous in order to escape the warfare.  

From the years of 1997-2000, Somalia was left without any governing force until a 

transitional government came into power. In 2006, they met for the first time since 2004 and 

following this, more extreme violence broke out between rival militias. In 2012, the transitional 

period came to an end with the establishment of a formal parliament. This then ran the first 

presidential election since 1967 and President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud came into power. His 

reign came to an end when Mohamed Abdullahi Farmajo assumed power in February 2017. 



Since re-establishment of a parliament, the country has faced continued conflict and have had to 

face other serious threats such as famine, and a refugee crisis.  

Due to a history of constant occurrences of serious drought and ongoing conflict, Somalia 

has always faced major difficulty with food security. According to the World Health 

Organization, over half of all 12.3 million Somalis are food insecure, and about 3 million of 

these people are in desperate need or emergent humanitarian aid. Somalia joins the countries of 

Yemen, South Sudan, and Nigeria, who are all facing serious risk of famine and between them 

more than 20 million people are at risk of starvation. This is one of the largest humanitarians 

crisis in UN history and without serious international involvement, it could end in catastrophic 

results. As a war-torn country still struggling to construct a fully sufficient government and 

economy, Somalia is almost completely unable to battle this crisis. This has led to huge numbers 

of the population to flee elsewhere in hoped of finding safety, refuge, and food.  

According to the UN Population Fund, the total number of displaced Somalis is at 1.1 

million. A huge portion of these people find refuge in Kenya where the world's largest refugee 

camp--The Dadaab Refugee Camp--is located. This became the largest camp purely because of 

the state of Somalia and the people's desperate desire to escape the chaos. Since 2007, six new 

refugee camps have opened in Ethiopia with the purpose of accommodating the overwhelming 

number of Somalis pouring into the country.  

With the state of Somalia, it is clear that this is not something that can be fixed overnight. 

Extreme efforts and measures need to be taken in order to address the many issues that have 

come out of an endless history of internal conflict and unrest. With the huge threat of extreme 



starvation, and the still unstable government and economy, the UN needs to bring the 

international community together to work hard to help recover Somalia.  

UN Involvement: 

In 1992, the devastating situation in Somalia was finally recognized by the international 

community. The United Nations first got involved with the establishment of the UN Operations 

in Somalia I (UNOSOM I) in a Security Council resolution 751. It held the purpose of 

monitoring a ceasefire in Mogadishu and delivering supplies to civilians in the city. One way in 

which the UN made sufficient plans in order to achieve these goals was through the 100-day 

Action Programme for Accelerated Humanitarian Assistance. This plan consisted of eight main 

objectives with a range laying out the kinds of aid and supplies they plan on providing, and 

others discussing things such as the prevention of further refugee outflows.  

In alignment with UNOSOM I, Security Council resolution 794 established the Unified 

Task Force (UNITAF) in December of 1992. This is when the UN gave the United States 

permission to “use all necessary means to establish a secure environment for humanitarian relief 

operations in Somalia.” This was also known as Operation Restore Hope which lasted until the 

4th of May, 1993 and was seen as a humanitarian success. This is the same day on which 

UNOSOM II was brought into action. This was essentially established for the same reasons and 

to finish the tasks set out by UNITAF. 

These were seen as the most foundational works by the UN and the international 

community when it comes to Somalia. More recent actions include the creation of the UN 

Assistance Mission in Somalia (UNSOM). This was established by the Security Council 

resolution 2102 on June 3, 2013 with a lesser focus on humanitarian aid, and a larger focus on 



the political side of the conflict. When the resolution was unanimously adopted, the mandate was 

set out to be “the provision of policy advice to the Federal Government and the African Union 

Mission in Somalia on peacebuilding and statebuilding.” This proposes a challenging mission 

with the potential of shaping and changing the future of the country.  

The United Nations has also been indirectly involved with other actions carried out by the 

African Union. In 2007, the UN approved the operation of the African Union Mission in Somalia 

(AMISON). This is one of the organizations that UNSOM was set out to assist with 

peacebuilding and statebuilding. This organization deployed a peacekeeping mission authorised 

in resolution 1744. The aim of this six-month mission was to “support a national reconciliation 

congress.” In 2014, the Security Council resolution 2182 gave the African Union approval to 

continue it’s mission until the end of November that year.  

When it comes to the issues such as famine, the UN body that shows great involvement 

in this is the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). As a country, Somalia faces 

huge challenges in developing and being sustainable especially with the humanitarian crisis and 

civil war they are currently facing. One of the ways in which the UNDP is tackling this is 

through the sustainable development goals they have set up for Somalia. The second sustainable 

development goal is ‘Zero Hunger’. This aims to end all forms of hunger in the country by the 

year 2030 through a number of techniques such as integrating sustainable farming techniques 

and supporting farmers having equal access to land. Overall, these goals along with 15 others, act 

is important platforms for work to be done in order to provide relief from famine in Somalia.  

With the involvement of the UN and help from other countries, there is hope that one day 

the crisis in Somalia will come to an end.  



Questions to Consider: 

1. How can the UN help stabilize the Somali government without imposing on their 

sovereignty?  

2. While working towards a more developed economy, how can Somalia combat the 

starvation and poverty in the country? 

3. Are there any ways the international community can effectively help provide 

humanitarian aid sustainably and in ways that benefit the development of Somalia? 

4. How can Somalia, with the help of the UN and other partners, prepare for future drought 

in order to prevent famine from emerging as a result? 
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