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DPRK 

I. Background 

The DPRK, or the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (North Korea), is a communist 

and extremely secretive state, being one of the most hostile and erratic countries in history.  The 

conflict with the DPRK began back in 1945 when after World War Two, the United States and 

the Soviet Union divided the Korean Peninsula in two. The anti-communist southern half of 

Korea was established as South Korea in 1948, leaving the Soviet-backed communist DPRK in 

the North. Tension between the two nations intensified when President Syngman Rhee of South 

Korea and North Korean Premier Kim Il Sung, both claimed jurisdiction of the Korean 

peninsula, sparking the Korean war. The breaking point came when with the help of China and 

the Soviet Union, North Korea invaded the South. South Korea was backed by the United States. 

The Korean war ended in 1953 with both sides signing an armistice in July. Unfortunately, the 

Korean War only left the two sides more divided, additionally adding a hostile demilitarized 

zone in between the two nations along the 38th parallel.  

For a short period tensions with North Korea were stable, but once again North Korea 

was the center of international tension in 1985. With the establishment of the Treaty on the 

Nonproliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) in 1985,  the DPRK became one of 189 countries to 

sign the treaty. Seven years later, in 1992, inconsistencies between the Democratic People’s 

Republic of Korea and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) led to the IAEA 

requesting access to DPRK’s nuclear sites. This caused North Korea to resign from the NPT. 

One year later, in November of 1993, DPRK proposed the Agreed Framework to the United 

States of America. This was an agreement to negotiate issues dividing them, and ultimately to 

find solutions to these problems. Furthermore, this agreement made North Korea suspend their 

withdrawal and remain a part of the NPT. This agreement resulted in Pyongyang shutting down a 

plutonium based nuclear reactor in exchange for the US’s help in building two new nuclear 

plants to produce electric energy.  

Quickly after the election of US President George W Bush in 2001, relations between 

DPRK and the US substantially worsened. After rejecting the Agreed Framework, Bush labeled 



North Korea as a rogue state and part of “an axis of evil”, sparking DPRK’s continuous nuclear 

weapons tests and causing their official withdrawal from the NPT in 2003. Since then, North 

Korea has followed through with 5 known nuclear weapons tests. North Korea’s first known 

nuclear test took place on October 9, 2006 and was an underground nuclear test near the city of 

Punggye. This test was not as successful as North Korea hoped, having an estimated yield of less 

than 1 kiloton when they were planning on 4. In addition, North Korea’s foreign ministry stated 

that nuclear testing was made necessary due to the United States’s threat and pressure on the 

country, stating that if it continued to increase they would not hesitate to continue their testing.  

Following these statements, the United States, Japan, Russia, South Korea, DPRK, China 

and also the IAEA held a six party talk in Beijing in order to discuss the DPRK’s abandonment 

of nuclear weapons. North Korea seemed to be in agreement with the proposed denuclearization 

of their nation and agreed to join the September 19, 2005 joint statement but only if other nations 

such as the United States decided to join it as well. The 2005 joint statement covers topics in 

which North Korea agrees to move toward nonproliferation and to also return to the Treaty on 

the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and to IAEA regulations. In addition, North Korea’s 

agreement to the 2005 joint statement forbid both North and South Korea from obtaining 

plutonium-separation and uranium-enrichment facilities in order to ensure the demilitarization 

and the nonproliferation of the Korean peninsula. In order to implement North Korea’s 

agreement on the 2005 joint statement, the United States presented a multistep denuclearization 

plan, but this made no progress towards the DPRK’s agreement of denuclearization. In the 

following two years, numerous action plans were proposed to be used in the denuclearization of 

North Korea but none were successful leaving the international community in doubt about the 

seriousness of North Korea’s agreement to denuclearize, but in 2007 the IAEA was invited to 

North Korea in order to resume cooperation.  

In 2007, North Korea began shutting down and sealing its main nuclear facilities at 

Yongbyon-kun under IAEA supervision and also adopted the Second Action Plan. This plan 

established a December 31st deadline for North Korea to submit a declaration of all their nuclear 

reactors and tests, as well as disabling their main nuclear facilities. Although they were unable to 

submit their declaration on time, North Korea was able to make progress on the disabling of 



three nuclear plants at the Yongbyon-kun facility. Six months later, North Korea’s declaration 

was submitted and although not released to the public, it is believed to not have addressed their 

uranium enrichment programs and their cooperation on the basis of nuclear technology with 

other nations. Although the declaration was delayed by six months, George W. Bush and his 

administration planned on removing DPRK from the United States state sponsors list of 

terrorism and also removing some sanctions placed on North Korea by the Trading with the 

Enemy Act. The United States’s delay of removing North Korea from their list of terrorism 

angered North Korea, and in  August 2008, they decided to reopen their nuclear programs in 

Yongbyon-kun and not allowing IAEA inspectors to check up on the site. Shortly after this 

dispute in October 2008, the United States and DPRK reached a deal in which North Korea was 

removed as a state of terrorism in exchange for the halt of their nuclear program.  

DPRK was once again kicked out of the IAEA and U.S. officials in 2009 after a dispute 

on a missile launch and also started to continue rebuilding their nuclear program at 

Yongbyon-kun. May of 2009 saw North Korea’s second nuclear test, which was believed to be 

done on a much higher level than the first. Tension with North Korea continued to rise in the 

next two years with King Jong Il visiting China three times with the suspicion of the two nations 

discussing nuclear proliferation. The DPRK also killed 46 South Korean sailors in a torpedo 

attack and 4 others in an attack of the coast of Korea, once again showing the rising conflict 

between the two nations. The trend of the DPRK offering to rejoin the Six-Party talks 

commenced again in March 2011.The construction of the Yongbyon-kun was also completed in 

November of 2011. Furthermore, December saw the death of leader Kim Sung Il and Kim Jon 

Un’s rise to power. Fortunately, this lead to bilateral talks with the United States, but shortly 

after they decided to withdrawal their offer to provide food to North Korea. This was due to 

North Korea’s attempt to launch a satellite into orbit with a Unha rocket, seeing this as a 

violation of their Leap Day agreement. North Korea’s third nuclear test took play on February 

12, 2013 with North Korea stating that they achieved the successful tested of a miniature atomic 

bomb. After this successful test, the DPRK announced the reopening of their uranium 

enrichment plant at Yongbyon, and since then the nuclearization of North Korea has not showed 

any signs of slowing down.  



The following April, a “new form” of nuclear testing was announced by North Korea, 

and in December 2015, Kim Jong Un announced that North Korea had thermonuclear capability. 

This claim was proven to be true when on January 6, 2016, North Korea successfully tested a 

thermonuclear device at the Punggye-ri Nuclear Test Site. On the 68th anniversary of North 

Korea, September 9, 2016, North Korea conducted their 5th nuclear test, which was estimated to 

have the biggest yeild of all previous tests. This drew international contestion, furthering 

relationships with North Korea and the rest of the international community. A significant 

advancement of North Korea’s nuclear capabilities occurred with Kim Jong Un’s national 

address on January 1st, 2017. Un announced that DPRK was successful in testing a hydrogen 

bomb in late 2016 and that they were finalizing preparations in the launching of the 

intercontinental ballistic missile. After the election of U.S. president Donald Trump, tension rose 

with the two nations with each leader exchanging heated remarks about each other. Later that 

year it was confirmed that North Korea produced miniaturized nuclear warheads that could fit on 

an intercontinental ballistic missile and in response, Donald Trump stated that if DPRK 

continued with their nuclear threats they would be met with fury that would have never been 

matched before. The 6th North Korean nuclear test took place on September 3, 2017, which 

created a yield larger than the previous 5 combined. Alarmed with the potential nuclear threat 

North Korea had, tensions between them and the international community declined.  

At the South Korean winter olympics in 2017, North Korean athletes were allowed to 

participate and walk out at the opening ceremonies with their national flag. This diplomatic 

gesture lead to a summit between the two Koreas in April 2017 which was the first in 10 years. 

After the summit, DPRK agreed to reduce nuclear tensions and stopped the testing of their 

intercontinental missiles. Additionally, North Korea closed the Punggye-ri nuclear test site, 

destroying underground tunnels and surface facilities in front of an audience that included 

Western journalists. Increasingly peaceful tensions with South Korea opened a gateway to 

relations with North Korea and the United States which lead to a summit between the two 

nations on June 12, 2018 in Singapore, marking the first in history. The two nations agreed that 

there would a increase of friendly, diplomatic relations between them and that they would agree 

work towards the complete nonproliferation of the Korean peninsula. Although an agreement 



was thought to have taken place, recent satellite images have revealed another nuclear site that 

the DPRK tried to conceal from the United States and the international community.  

II. UN Involvement 

Since the formation of North Korea in the late 1940s, numerous UN resolutions and 

action has been implemented due to the hostility and threat that the nation poses. Since then, the 

majority of UN resolutions towards this state are directed towards the nonproliferation of their 

nuclear weapons. The largest such resolution was the Treaty of Nonproliferation of Nuclear 

Weapons (NPT) which was passed in 1985. The NPT’s objective was to prevent the spread of 

nuclear weapons and to pursue the ultimate goal of nuclear disarmament throughout the 

international community. Originally, DPRK signed and agreed to this treaty but in 1992 they 

opted out after inconsistencies with their frequent IAEA inspections. Due to their recession out 

of this treaty, the UN has taken large steps towards the hope of reaching a denuclearized North 

Korea. 

In 2003, the United Nations held the Six Party talks in Beijing between China, Japan, 

North Korea, Russia, South Korea, and the United States, with the objective of reaching a joint 

agreement towards the denuclearization of North Korea. Just like the NPT, North Korea was in 

favor of the proposed joint statement and agreed with it at its proposal. Unfortunately due to 

recurring conflicts with the advancement of their military capabilities, DPRK has opted out but 

returned to this joint objective multiple times. These Six Party Talks are still continuing today 

and have affected some action in denuclearizing North Korea such as the closing of the 

Punggye-ri nuclear test site and the destruction of test facilities which were both internationally 

broadcasted. Although the Six Party Talks have been effective in some aspects, they have also 

been ineffective in lasting progress towards denuclearization. For example, North Korea agreed 

to stop the use of their facilities at Yongbyon-kun multiple times but after being angered by 

resistance towards their testing of intercontinental warheads, they returned to exercising 

plutonium enrichment at the Yongbyon-kun facilities. The international community is still 

looking towards these Six Party Talks as the main platform in working towards North Korean 

denuclearization and all six nations plan to continue these talks in the near future.  



Since 2006, the United Nations Security Council has adopted five major resolutions 

directed towards the nonproliferation of DPRK and also strengthening sanctions and embargoes 

placed on them due to their nuclear proliferation. After the nuclear tests of North Korea in 2006 

and 2009, the first two resolutions were passed, A/RES/1718 banned a range of imports and 

exports to North Korea and imposed an asset freeze and travel ban on persons involved in the 

country’s nuclear program. In addition, this resolution restricted imports of luxury items into 

North Korea and all states that signed this resolution were expected to inspect cargo suspected of 

contain nuclear, biological and chemical weapons. The second was adopted after the North 

Korean nuclear test in 2009, this being A/RES/1874, which was passed in 2009. This resolution 

was adopted with the objective of strengthening previous resolutions against the North Korean 

weapons development program by tightening sanctions on additional goods and persons. States 

who signed this resolution were given authority, and were encouraged to inspect and destroy any 

cargo found within their territory en route to or from North Korea. Unfortunately, this resolution 

was not successful since it is unclear on which nations are directly dealing with North Korea. 

This also called for DPRK to rejoin the NPT which was proven to be ultimately unsuccessful. 

Furthermore, this resolution angered North Korean officials who called it “an act of war”, 

declaring that they would weaponize all their uranium and start their uranium enrichment 

program. The third resolution major resolution adopted by the UN was A/RES/2087, which was 

adopted a month after North Korea launched a satellite in December 2012 by using a Unha 

missile. The resolution was unanimously passed due to the fact that North Korea was prohibited 

from launches like these under previous UN Security Council Resolutions 825, 1540, 1695, 1874 

and 1718. The technology used in this Unha satellite launch vehicle had dual use applications 

that could also be used for  ballistic missile development. This alarmed the UN since North 

Korea was believed to have dual objectives, one being expanding their militarization into space. 

This called for the implementation of even stricter sanctions placed on North Korea. The fourth 

major UN resolution was passed after North Korea’s nuclear test in February 2013. 

A/RES/2094’s main goal was to make it more difficult for North Korea to make further progress 

in its nuclear and ballistic missile programs by stopping its access to hard cash and technological 

equipment needed to build weapons and using uranium enrichment.  It also called for states to 



inspect and take away any suspected cargo or shipments to or from North Korea that transit 

through their territory and to further enforce sanctions that were already in place. This resolution 

failed to be successful since it needed the cooperation of all UN states which was unsuccessful, 

due to conflicting interests with the resolution. The most recent resolution, A/RES/2270 was 

adopted in March 2016 after DPRK’s 4th nuclear test and satellite launch earlier in the year. In 

comparison to other resolutions, A/RES/2270 placed much harder sanctions on DPRK bodies. 

These included the National Aerospace Development Administration, the Ministry of Atomic 

Energy Industry, the Munitions Industry Department, the Reconnaissance General Bureau, and 

Office No. 39. In addition, this resolution placed sanctions on virtually all foreign exports 

including maritime and air transport, financial transactions and weapons transactions. While 

resolution 2270 was planned to be very successful, it was not due to China’s skepticism with the 

use of sanctions in moving towards a denuclearized North Korea, believing that the most 

effective way to do so is through dialogue and negotiations.  
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III. Questions to Consider 

1. How can international relations with North Korea become more stable to the point that 

denuclearization is an achievable goal? 

2. How can regulations on the proliferation of nuclear weapons be placed without infringing 

on national sovereignty? 

3. What are the specific reasons that North Korea wants to build up their nuclear arsenal and 

how can this be stopped?  

4.  How can North Korea be denuclearized?  

5. Why are current sanctions and embargoes ineffective in combating the nuclearization of 

North Korea and how can this be changed?  

6. Are there any peaceful methods that could lead to the denuclearization of North Korea or 

is military intervention necessary for a solution?  
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